Move-Up Buyer
Trade-Up Guide

YOUR STEP-BY-STEP ROADMAP TO
SELLING YOUR CURRENT HOME AND
MOVING INTO YOUR DREAM ONE, WITH
CLARITY, STRATEGY, AND CONFIDENCE.
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| am thrilled to introduce myself as your local real estate agent, Karen
Austin. As a member of this community, | am committed to helping my
fellow neighbors navigate the real estate market with ease and
confidence.

My goal is to provide exceptional service to each and every client |
work with, whether they are looking to buy their first home, sell their
current property, or make a real estate investment. With years of

experience in the industry and a deep understanding of the local
market, | am well-equipped to guide you through every step of the
process and help you achieve your real estate goals.

As your local real estate agent, | believe in building lasting relationships
with my clients based on trust, honesty, and mutual respect. | am
passionate about helping you find the home of your dreams or selling
your property for the best possible price, and | will work tirelessly to
make sure that your real estate journey is a success.

So, whether you're looking to buy, sell, or just have questions about
the real estate market in our community, don't hesitate to reach out to
me. I'm excited to get to know you and help you achieve your real
estate goals.

The Karen Austin Team

RE/MAX Real Estate Professionals

@ www.homesinlansing.com S17-777-9572
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WHY MOVE UP NOW L

The Opportunity in Today’s Market

If you've built equity in your home over the past few
years, you may be sitting on the key to your next chapter.

Rising home values and steady demand mean many
homeowners can use their current property as a powerful
springboard, unlocking opportunities to buy a home that
fits your new lifestyle, family, or investment goals.

Reasons to consider moving up now:
You've outgrown your space.
You want a better school district or neighborhood.
You’'ve built enough equity to afford your next home
comfortably.
You want upgraded features, layout, or location.

“You don’t have to start over, you just have to start smart.”

UNDERSTANDING THE MOVE-UP PROCESS

Two Big Moves — One Strategic Plan

Moving up means managing two major milestones: selling
your current home and buying your next one, sometimes

simultaneously.




Here's the roadmap that simplifies it all:

1.Evaluate Your Current Home's Value
o Get a professional market analysis (CMA) to
understand what your home can realistically sell
for.
.Assess Your Financial Position
o Review your equity, mortgage payoff, and buying
power with a trusted lender.
.Plan the Timing
o Decide whether to sell first or buy first (your
Realtor will guide you).
.Prep Your Home for Sale
o Declutter, stage, and make strategic updates that
attract strong offers.
.Search for Your Next Home
o Define what “moving up” means for you — size,
location, lifestyle, or amenities.
.Coordinate Closings

o With the right strategy, you can transition smoothly
without temporary housing or double payments.

Pro Tip: A coordinated move-up plan can save you
thousands in timing gaps, storage, and financing costs.




SELL FIRST OR BUY FIRST?

The Big Question Every Move-Up Buyer Asks

Option 1: Sell First

0 Pros: You know your budget exactly; no double
mortgages.

& Cons: May require temporary housing or flexible
timing.

Option 2: Buy First

0 Pros: Secure your dream home before selling.

Cons: Financial overlap; requires strong pre-
approval or bridge loan.

Smart Tip:

Your Realtor and lender can help you explore
contingency options, bridge loans, or rent-back
agreements that make both transitions seamless.

“The right strategy depends on your finances, risk
tolerance, and timing, not guesswork.”
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BUILDING EQUITY INTO YOUR NEXT MOVE

How to Leverage Your Current Home’s Value

You've worked hard to build equity, now it's time to make
it work for you.

Ways to maximize your equity:

1.Know your exact home value.

Get a local Realtor valuation, not just an online estimate.
2. Minimize selling costs.

Simple updates (paint, curb appeal, lighting) often bring
big returns.

3. Time your sale with demand.

In Michigan, late spring and early summer often yield
top-dollar results.

4. Roll your profits forward.

Use your net proceeds for your next down payment,
upgrades, or reduced mortgage balance.
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STRATEGIES FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITION

Make Your Move-Up Move Effortless

Here's how to avoid stress when juggling both sides of
the transaction:

e Get Pre-Approved Early.

Know your exact buying power before listing your home.
e List Strategically.

Time your listing to align with when you'll start touring
new homes.

* Negotiate Possession Flexibility.

Your Realtor can negotiate extra days or a rent-back so

you don’t have to rush out.

e Stay Organized.

Keep a clear timeline for inspections, appraisals, and
closings.

“The secret to a smooth move isn’t luck, it’s planning.”
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MOVE-UP MARKET INSIGHTS

What’s Happening Locally

In the Michigan area, move-up buyers are taking
advantage of strong buyer demand and limited inventory,
especially for well-maintained mid-range homes.

Trends to watch:

e Larger homes with updated features are selling
quickly.

e Mortgage rates remain competitive compared to long-
term averages.

e Families are relocating for schools, amenities, and
lifestyle upgrades.

Understanding your local market helps you sell smarter and
buy stronger.

MOVE-UP MARKET INSIGHTS

Step 1: Request your Home Value Estimate to know
where you stand.

Step 2: Meet with a Realtor to review your buying
options.

Step 3: Create your personalized Move-Up Plan —
including timing, financing, and neighborhood
goals.

You don’'t have to choose between selling fast and buying
right, you can do both with strategy and guidance.




REMBX

Let’s Build Your Move-Up
Strategy

Whether you're upsizing, relocating, or

simply ready for something new, I'll help

you:

e Price your current home for maximum
return.

e Find your next dream property.

e Coordinate every step: financing,
negotiation, and closing.

The Karen Austin Team

RE/MAX Real Estate Professionals

® www.homesinlansing.com
karenaustind@gmail.com

517-777-9572

1755 Abbey Rd
East Lansing, M| 48823




