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Y O U R  S T E P - B Y - S T E P  R O A D M A P  T O
S E L L I N G  Y O U R  C U R R E N T  H O M E  A N D

M O V I N G  I N T O  Y O U R  D R E A M  O N E ,  W I T H
C L A R I T Y ,  S T R A T E G Y ,  A N D  C O N F I D E N C E .

T H E  K A R E N  A U S T I N  T E A M



I am thrilled to introduce myself as your local real estate agent, Karen
Austin. As a member of this community, I am committed to helping my
fellow neighbors navigate the real estate market with ease and
confidence.

My goal is to provide exceptional service to each and every client I
work with, whether they are looking to buy their first home, sell their
current property, or make a real estate investment. With years of
experience in the industry and a deep understanding of the local
market, I am well-equipped to guide you through every step of the
process and help you achieve your real estate goals.

As your local real estate agent, I believe in building lasting relationships
with my clients based on trust, honesty, and mutual respect. I am
passionate about helping you find the home of your dreams or selling
your property for the best possible price, and I will work tirelessly to
make sure that your real estate journey is a success.

So, whether you're looking to buy, sell, or just have questions about
the real estate market in our community, don't hesitate to reach out to
me. I'm excited to get to know you and help you achieve your real
estate goals.

Hello, buyer:
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East Lansing, MI 48823

www.homesinlansing.com 517-777-9572

karenaustin4@gmail.com

The Karen Austin Team
RE/MAX Real Estate Professionals



I f  y o u ’ v e  b u i l t  e q u i t y  i n  y o u r  h o m e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w
y e a r s ,  y o u  m a y  b e  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  k e y  t o  y o u r  n e x t  c h a p t e r .

R i s i n g  h o m e  v a l u e s  a n d  s t e a d y  d e m a n d  m e a n  m a n y
h o m e o w n e r s  c a n  u s e  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  p r o p e r t y  a s  a  p o w e r f u l
s p r i n g b o a r d ,  u n l o c k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b u y  a  h o m e  t h a t
f i t s  y o u r  n e w  l i f e s t y l e ,  f a m i l y ,  o r  i n v e s t m e n t  g o a l s .

R e a s o n s  t o  c o n s i d e r  m o v i n g  u p  n o w :
Y o u ’ v e  o u t g r o w n  y o u r  s p a c e .
Y o u  w a n t  a  b e t t e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o r  n e i g h b o r h o o d .
Y o u ’ v e  b u i l t  e n o u g h  e q u i t y  t o  a f f o r d  y o u r  n e x t  h o m e
c o m f o r t a b l y .
Y o u  w a n t  u p g r a d e d  f e a t u r e s ,  l a y o u t ,  o r  l o c a t i o n .

“ Y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  s t a r t  o v e r ,  y o u  j u s t  h a v e  t o  s t a r t  s m a r t . ”

M o v i n g  u p  m e a n s  m a n a g i n g  t w o  m a j o r  m i l e s t o n e s :  s e l l i n g
y o u r  c u r r e n t  h o m e  a n d  b u y i n g  y o u r  n e x t  o n e ,  s o m e t i m e s
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .

1WHY MOVE UP NOW

The Opportunity in Today’s Market

UNDERSTANDING THE MOVE-UP PROCESS

Two Big Moves — One Strategic Plan



H e r e ’ s  t h e  r o a d m a p  t h a t  s i m p l i f i e s  i t  a l l :

1 . E v a l u a t e  Y o u r  C u r r e n t  H o m e ’ s  V a l u e
G e t  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a r k e t  a n a l y s i s  ( C M A )  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  y o u r  h o m e  c a n  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  s e l l
f o r .

2 . A s s e s s  Y o u r  F i n a n c i a l  P o s i t i o n
R e v i e w  y o u r  e q u i t y ,  m o r t g a g e  p a y o f f ,  a n d  b u y i n g
p o w e r  w i t h  a  t r u s t e d  l e n d e r .

3 . P l a n  t h e  T i m i n g
D e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  s e l l  f i r s t  o r  b u y  f i r s t  ( y o u r
R e a l t o r  w i l l  g u i d e  y o u ) .

4 . P r e p  Y o u r  H o m e  f o r  S a l e
D e c l u t t e r ,  s t a g e ,  a n d  m a k e  s t r a t e g i c  u p d a t e s  t h a t
a t t r a c t  s t r o n g  o f f e r s .

5 . S e a r c h  f o r  Y o u r  N e x t  H o m e
D e f i n e  w h a t  “ m o v i n g  u p ”  m e a n s  f o r  y o u  —  s i z e ,
l o c a t i o n ,  l i f e s t y l e ,  o r  a m e n i t i e s .

6 . C o o r d i n a t e  C l o s i n g s
W i t h  t h e  r i g h t  s t r a t e g y ,  y o u  c a n  t r a n s i t i o n  s m o o t h l y
w i t h o u t  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  o r  d o u b l e  p a y m e n t s .

💡  P r o  T i p :  A  c o o r d i n a t e d  m o v e - u p  p l a n  c a n  s a v e  y o u
t h o u s a n d s  i n  t i m i n g  g a p s ,  s t o r a g e ,  a n d  f i n a n c i n g  c o s t s .
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SELL FIRST OR BUY FIRST? 3

O p t i o n  1 :  S e l l  F i r s t

O p t i o n  2 :  B u y  F i r s t

P r o s :  Y o u  k n o w  y o u r  b u d g e t  e x a c t l y ;  n o  d o u b l e
m o r t g a g e s .

P r o s :  S e c u r e  y o u r  d r e a m  h o m e  b e f o r e  s e l l i n g .

C o n s :  M a y  r e q u i r e  t e m p o r a r y  h o u s i n g  o r  f l e x i b l e
t i m i n g .

C o n s :  F i n a n c i a l  o v e r l a p ;  r e q u i r e s  s t r o n g  p r e -
a p p r o v a l  o r  b r i d g e  l o a n .

S m a r t  T i p :
 Y o u r  R e a l t o r  a n d  l e n d e r  c a n  h e l p  y o u  e x p l o r e
c o n t i n g e n c y  o p t i o n s ,  b r i d g e  l o a n s ,  o r  r e n t - b a c k
a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  m a k e  b o t h  t r a n s i t i o n s  s e a m l e s s .

“ T h e  r i g h t  s t r a t e g y  d e p e n d s  o n  y o u r  f i n a n c e s ,  r i s k
t o l e r a n c e ,  a n d  t i m i n g ,  n o t  g u e s s w o r k . ”

The Big Question Every Move-Up Buyer Asks



BUILDING EQUITY INTO YOUR NEXT MOVE
4

Y o u ’ v e  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  b u i l d  e q u i t y ,  n o w  i t ’ s  t i m e  t o  m a k e
i t  w o r k  f o r  y o u .

W a y s  t o  m a x i m i z e  y o u r  e q u i t y :

1 . K n o w  y o u r  e x a c t  h o m e  v a l u e .
G e t  a  l o c a l  R e a l t o r  v a l u a t i o n ,  n o t  j u s t  a n  o n l i n e  e s t i m a t e .
2 .  M i n i m i z e  s e l l i n g  c o s t s .
S i m p l e  u p d a t e s  ( p a i n t ,  c u r b  a p p e a l ,  l i g h t i n g )  o f t e n  b r i n g
b i g  r e t u r n s .
3 .  T i m e  y o u r  s a l e  w i t h  d e m a n d .
I n  M i c h i g a n ,  l a t e  s p r i n g  a n d  e a r l y  s u m m e r  o f t e n  y i e l d
t o p - d o l l a r  r e s u l t s .
4 .  R o l l  y o u r  p r o f i t s  f o r w a r d .
U s e  y o u r  n e t  p r o c e e d s  f o r  y o u r  n e x t  d o w n  p a y m e n t ,
u p g r a d e s ,  o r  r e d u c e d  m o r t g a g e  b a l a n c e .

How to Leverage Your Current Home’s Value
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H e r e ’ s  h o w  t o  a v o i d  s t r e s s  w h e n  j u g g l i n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f
t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n :

G e t  P r e - A p p r o v e d  E a r l y .
K n o w  y o u r  e x a c t  b u y i n g  p o w e r  b e f o r e  l i s t i n g  y o u r  h o m e .

L i s t  S t r a t e g i c a l l y .
T i m e  y o u r  l i s t i n g  t o  a l i g n  w i t h  w h e n  y o u ’ l l  s t a r t  t o u r i n g
n e w  h o m e s .

N e g o t i a t e  P o s s e s s i o n  F l e x i b i l i t y .
Y o u r  R e a l t o r  c a n  n e g o t i a t e  e x t r a  d a y s  o r  a  r e n t - b a c k  s o
y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  r u s h  o u t .

S t a y  O r g a n i z e d .
K e e p  a  c l e a r  t i m e l i n e  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  a p p r a i s a l s ,  a n d
c l o s i n g s .

“ T h e  s e c r e t  t o  a  s m o o t h  m o v e  i s n ’ t  l u c k ,  i t ’ s  p l a n n i n g . ”

STRATEGIES FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITION

Make Your Move-Up Move Effortless
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I n  t h e  M i c h i g a n  a r e a ,  m o v e - u p  b u y e r s  a r e  t a k i n g
a d v a n t a g e  o f  s t r o n g  b u y e r  d e m a n d  a n d  l i m i t e d  i n v e n t o r y ,
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d  m i d - r a n g e  h o m e s .

T r e n d s  t o  w a t c h :
L a r g e r  h o m e s  w i t h  u p d a t e d  f e a t u r e s  a r e  s e l l i n g
q u i c k l y .
M o r t g a g e  r a t e s  r e m a i n  c o m p e t i t i v e  c o m p a r e d  t o  l o n g -
t e r m  a v e r a g e s .
F a m i l i e s  a r e  r e l o c a t i n g  f o r  s c h o o l s ,  a m e n i t i e s ,  a n d
l i f e s t y l e  u p g r a d e s .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  y o u r  l o c a l  m a r k e t  h e l p s  y o u  s e l l  s m a r t e r  a n d
b u y  s t r o n g e r .

Y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  s e l l i n g  f a s t  a n d  b u y i n g
r i g h t ,  y o u  c a n  d o  b o t h  w i t h  s t r a t e g y  a n d  g u i d a n c e .

MOVE-UP MARKET INSIGHTS

MOVE-UP MARKET INSIGHTS

What’s Happening Locally

S t e p  1 :  R e q u e s t  y o u r  H o m e  V a l u e  E s t i m a t e  t o  k n o w
w h e r e  y o u  s t a n d .
S t e p  2 :  M e e t  w i t h  a  R e a l t o r  t o  r e v i e w  y o u r  b u y i n g
o p t i o n s .
S t e p  3 :  C r e a t e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l i z e d  M o v e - U p  P l a n  —
i n c l u d i n g  t i m i n g ,  f i n a n c i n g ,  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d
g o a l s .
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Let’s Build Your Move-Up
Strategy

W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e  u p s i z i n g ,  r e l o c a t i n g ,  o r
s i m p l y  r e a d y  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  n e w ,  I ’ l l  h e l p
y o u :

P r i c e  y o u r  c u r r e n t  h o m e  f o r  m a x i m u m
r e t u r n .
F i n d  y o u r  n e x t  d r e a m  p r o p e r t y .
C o o r d i n a t e  e v e r y  s t e p :  f i n a n c i n g ,
n e g o t i a t i o n ,  a n d  c l o s i n g .


