
Your Guide to Moving to Chattanooga, TN
Welcome to the Scenic City! Whether you're drawn by career opportunities, outdoor adventure, or Southern charm, Chattanooga offers an 
exceptional quality of life. This comprehensive guide will help you navigate your relocation journey with confidence.
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Welcome from Yajaira  Cuesta
Hello! I'm Yajaira Cuesta, your trusted real estate partner in Chattanooga. Having 
helped countless families successfully relocate to our beautiful city, and its peaceful 
suburbs.  I understand the excitement and challenges that come with moving to a new 
place. My family and I also relocated from another state to the Chattanooga area many 
years ago, settling in one of its beautiful suburbs.  That experience-along with several 
other moves over the years - has given me a deep understanding of what it takes to 
make a transition smoother and less stressful. Its' why Im so passionate about helping 
others feel confident and supported every step of the way.  Today Chattanooga isn't 
just where I work4it's where I live, raise my family, and build community.
My mission is simple: to make your transition to Chattanooga seamless and stress-
free. From finding the perfect neighborhood to connecting you with local resources, 
I'm here to guide you every step of the way. Let's turn your relocation dreams into 
reality!
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Why Chattanooga? Five Compelling Reasons
Chattanooga consistently ranks among America's best cities for relocation. Here's what makes the Scenic City truly special:

Affordable Living
Cost of living is ��% below the national 
average, with housing costs significantly 
lower than major metros. Your dollar 
stretches further here, allowing for a 
comfortable lifestyle without sacrificing 
quality.

Outdoor Paradise
Nestled in the Tennessee Valley, 
Chattanooga offers world-class hiking, rock 
climbing, and water sports. With over ��� 
miles of trails and the Tennessee River 
running through downtown, adventure is 
always nearby.

Gig City Technology
Home to the nation's first community-wide 
��-gigabit internet, Chattanooga is a tech 
hub that attracts innovators and remote 
workers. Lightning-fast connectivity 
supports modern work-from-anywhere 
lifestyles.

Thriving Community
A revitalized downtown, vibrant arts scene, and welcoming 
Southern hospitality create an unmatched sense of community. 
From festivals to farmers markets, there's always something 
bringing neighbors together.

Four-Season Climate
Enjoy mild winters and warm summers with ��� sunny days per 
year. The temperate climate allows year-round outdoor activities 
without extreme weather, perfect for those seeking balance.
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Discover Your Perfect Neighborhood
Chattanooga's diverse neighborhoods offer something for every lifestyle and budget. Here's your guide to the most popular areas where my clients 
choose to call home, including some increasingly sought-after locales:

North Shore
Vibe: Trendy, walkable, artistic community with boutiques and cafés
Best For: Young professionals, creatives, and active retirees
Price Range: $���K - $���k+
Highlights: Coolidge Park, Frazier Avenue dining, walking distance to downtown

Signal Mountain
Vibe: Family-oriented suburb with top-rated schools and mountain views
Best For: Families prioritizing education and safety
Price Range: $���K - $���K+
Highlights: Excellent schools, low crime, close-knit community atmosphere

Downtown/Southside
Vibe: Urban living with modern condos, restaurants, and nightlife
Best For: Remote workers, entrepreneurs, and entertainment seekers
Price Range: $���K - $���K
Highlights: Walk to work and play, stunning riverfront, cultural attractions

Lookout Mountain
Vibe: Upscale estates with breathtaking views and privacy
Best For: Luxury buyers and those seeking exclusivity
Price Range: $���K - $�M+
Highlights: Panoramic vistas, gated communities, proximity to Georgia

Red Bank
Vibe: Up-and-coming area with affordable homes and growth potential
Best For: First-time buyers and investors
Price Range: $���K - $���K
Highlights: Revitalization projects, diverse dining, great value

East Brainerd
Vibe: Established suburban neighborhoods with convenient amenities
Best For: Families wanting space and good schools
Price Range: $���K - $���K
Highlights: Shopping centers, parks, quality schools, family-friendly

Ooltewah, TN
Vibe: Rapidly developing, family-friendly suburb with modern conveniences
Best For: Families, professionals, and those seeking newer homes and convenient living
Price Range: $���K - $���K
Highlights: Enterprise South Industrial Park, Cambridge Square, close to Hamilton Place Mall

Collegedale, TN
Vibe: Collegiate, quiet, health-conscious, and community-focused
Best For: Families, retirees, and those desiring a peaceful, academic, and spiritual environment
Price Range: $���K - $���K
Highlights: Southern Adventist University, health-focused lifestyle, tranquil environment, nearby parks

Cleveland, TN
Vibe: Growing, affordable, small-town charm with increasing amenities
Best For: Families, those seeking value, and a quieter pace with good community connections
Price Range: $���K - $���K
Highlights: Strong local economy, easy access to I-��, Red Clay State Historic Park,  and  Ocoee River whitewater rafting

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Cost of Living & Real Estate Insights

What Your Money Gets You
Chattanooga's housing market offers exceptional value compared to 
major metros. The median home price sits around $���,���, 
significantly below cities like Nashville ($���K) or Atlanta ($���K).
Market Highlights:

Property taxes average just �.�% of home value
Rental rates: $�,���-$�,��� for �BR apartments
Diverse inventory from condos to estates
Appreciation averaging �-�% annually

The market favors buyers right now, with increased inventory and 
motivated sellers. Interest rate fluctuations create opportunities for 
savvy buyers to negotiate favorable terms.

Why Now Is a Smart Time to Move

Current market conditions present unique advantages. Sellers are 
more willing to negotiate on price and closing costs. Additionally, 
Chattanooga's growing job market and infrastructure investments 
signal strong long-term appreciation potential. The combination of 
affordability, lifestyle, and growth makes this an ideal time to establish 
roots in the Scenic City.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Schools & Education Excellence
01

Top Public Schools
Hamilton County and surrounding districts offer excellent options. 
Signal Mountain Middle/High, Normal Park Museum Magnet, and 
Ooltewah schools consistently rank among Tennessee's best, with 
strong academics and extracurriculars.

02

Private Education
Premium private institutions include McCallie School, Girls 
Preparatory School, Baylor School, and Grace Baptist Academy. 
These schools offer rigorous academics, college prep, and strong values-
based education.

03

Higher Education
Home to the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC), Covenant 
College, Southern Adventist University, and Chattanooga State 
Community College. These institutions provide diverse degree 
programs and workforce development.

04

School Research Resources
Use GreatSchools.org and Niche.com to compare ratings, reviews, and 
demographics. I'm happy to provide detailed school information and 
connect you with parent networks in neighborhoods you're considering.
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Thriving Job Market & Economy
Chattanooga's economy has transformed from manufacturing roots into a diverse, innovation-driven powerhouse. The city's business-friendly 
environment and quality of life attract major employers and entrepreneurs alike.

Healthcare Leaders
Erlanger Health System, CHI Memorial, and BlueCross BlueShield of 
Tennessee employ thousands and drive medical innovation. The 
healthcare sector continues expanding with new facilities and 
specialties.

Manufacturing Excellence
Volkswagen's massive plant produces the Atlas, employing �,���+ 
workers. Amazon, Mars Petcare, and Gestamp contribute to advanced 
manufacturing growth, creating skilled job opportunities.

Tech & Innovation
The nation's fastest internet spawned a thriving tech ecosystem. 
Startups, established companies, and remote workers thrive here. The 
Innovation District and Co.Lab foster entrepreneurship and 
collaboration.

Corporate Headquarters
Unum, McKee Foods (Little Debbie), Covenant Transport, and Access 
America Transport maintain significant operations. These established 
companies provide stable career paths and executive opportunities.

Remote Work Paradise: With world-class internet and lower costs, Chattanooga has become a magnet for remote professionals. Coworking spaces, 
coffee shops with reliable WiFi, and a collaborative community make working from home4or anywhere4effortless.
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Weather & Seasons: Year-Round Comfort
Chattanooga's temperate four-season climate offers the best of Southern weather 
without extremes. Located in the Tennessee Valley with surrounding mountains, the 
region enjoys natural beauty through every season.

1Spring (March-May)

Mild temperatures (��-��°F), 
blooming dogwoods and 

azaleas, perfect hiking weather. 
Occasional rain brings lush 

greenery. Peak outdoor season 
begins.

2 Summer (June-August)

Warm and humid (��-��°F) with 
afternoon thunderstorms. River 
activities, festivals, and evening 
walks are popular. Air 
conditioning is essential but 
energy costs remain 
reasonable.

3Fall (September-
November)

Stunning foliage (��-��°F), crisp 
mornings, and comfortable 

afternoons. Most popular 
season for tourism and outdoor 

activities. Light jacket weather 
arrives in November.

4 Winter (December-
February)

Mild winters (��-��°F) with 
occasional snow (�-� inches 
annually). Most precipitation 
falls as rain. Rare ice storms 
may occur but rarely disrupt life 
for long.

Bottom Line: With ���+ sunny days and minimal snow, 
Chattanooga's climate supports an active, outdoor-oriented lifestyle 
year-round. You'll experience true seasons without harsh extremes.
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Getting Around: Transportation & Accessibility
Chattanooga's strategic location and well-developed infrastructure make it easy to navigate locally and connect to major cities.

Chattanooga Airport (CHA)
Modern regional airport just �� minutes 
from downtown. Direct flights to major 
hubs including Atlanta, Charlotte, Dallas, 
and Orlando. Convenient parking and 
quick security make travel stress-free.

Free Downtown Shuttle
The electric shuttle system offers free 
rides throughout downtown and nearby 
neighborhoods. Eco-friendly, convenient, 
and a unique feature that reduces parking 
headaches and supports sustainability.

Major Highways
I-�� and I-�� intersect in Chattanooga, 
providing excellent connectivity. Nashville 
(� hours), Atlanta (� hours), and Knoxville 
(� hours) are all easy day trips or weekend 
getaways.

Commuting Reality: Most residents drive, with average commute times around ��-�� minutes4significantly shorter than major metros. Bike 
lanes, greenways, and pedestrian-friendly areas continue expanding. While public transit is limited outside downtown, ride-sharing services are 
readily available and affordable.
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Experience Chattanooga: Food, Fun & Culture
Dining Scene
From farm-to-table bistros to authentic 
barbecue, Chattanooga's culinary landscape 
delights. Don't miss St. John's Restaurant, 
Alleia, Tony's Pasta Shop, and Public 
House. The Southside and North Shore 
overflow with trendy eateries and craft 
breweries.
Outdoor Adventures

Rock climbing at Tennessee Wall (rated 
world-class)
Kayaking/paddleboarding on the 
Tennessee River
Hiking at Lookout Mountain and Prentice 
Cooper
Mountain biking on ��+ miles of trails

Attractions & Events
Tennessee Aquarium, Ruby Falls, Rock 
City, and Hunter Museum of American Art 
attract visitors worldwide. Annual events 
include Riverbend Festival, Ironman 
Triathlon, and Nightfall Concert Series.
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Local Secret
Local Secret: The Walnut Street Bridge4
the world's longest pedestrian bridge4
offers stunning sunset views and connects 
vibrant neighborhoods. It's where locals go 
to unwind, exercise, and soak in the Scenic 
City's beauty.
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