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Guide to Find Your Perfect Home

Buying a home is exciting … but let’s be honest, it can also feel like trying to solve

a giant jigsaw puzzle where you’re not quite sure if all the pieces are in the box.

That’s where I come in. My job isn’t just to help you find a house, it’s to help you

find the right  for this season of your life. One that fits your needs, your

budget, and maybe even your dreams.

home

And before we talk bedrooms and bathrooms, let’s start with the most important

question…

1. Why Do You Want to Move?

This isn’t just small talk. Your “why” sets the tone for everything else. Are you

relocating to be closer to work or family? Upsizing for more room for your

growing family? Downsizing so you can spend less time mowing grass and more

time with grandkids or on the golf course? Ready for a more usable yard space to

have more play space for your grandkids during the holidays?

Whatever your reason, your “why” is the compass we’ll keep coming back to

throughout this journey. You nail this and you’re saving yourself time and money

… and saving yourself from some significant frustration.

2. What Do You Hope to Gain from This Move?

Every move comes with a goal. Maybe you’re looking for peace of mind, a simpler

lifestyle, or room to finally host that Thanksgiving without bumping elbows at the

table. I once had a client whose main goal was a kitchen island big enough to seat

her 6 kids. True story.

Your goal doesn’t have to be that dramatic, but it helps me know what will truly

make this move worthwhile for you.
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3. What Are You Looking for in a Home … and Why?

This is where we talk about your  These are “must-haves” in this

new home you’re looking for. These flow out of your “why”, but as you clarify

these, it might also refine your “why”. How many bedrooms? How many

bathrooms? Do you want a move-in ready home, or do you see yourself happily

covered in sawdust from weekend projects? Acreage, schools, commute times,

walkability … these details matter.

non-negotiables.

But here’s the trick: for every “must have,” there’s usually a story behind it. For

example, one client insisted on a walk-in shower, not because she loved design

magazines, but because she had a knee replaced and it was becoming a challenge

(and even dangerous) climbing into a tub. Those stories matter.

4. What Can You Afford vs. What Are You Approved For?

These aren’t always the same thing. A lender might approve you for more than

you’re actually comfortable spending each month. That’s why we’ll talk about your

financial comfort zone, not just your approval letter.

Think of it this way: the approval tells you what you  buy, but your budget tells

you what you  buy … to still sleep at night. I’ve got some valuable tools

below to help you “sleep better at night” knowing the difference.

can

should

5. When Do You Want to Be in Your New Home?

Timing matters. Do you need to be settled before school starts? Before the

holidays? Or are you just starting to browse without a deadline? Knowing your

timeline helps us to help you plan the best strategy, whether that’s moving

quickly or pacing yourselves.

6. Where Do You Want It to Be … and Why?
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Location is more than a pin on a map. Maybe you want to be within 10 minutes of

work or your church, closer to shopping or your grandkids, or near to the golf

course or out in the country. The “why” behind your location choice is just as

important as the zip code itself.

Pulling It All Together

So, let’s recap:

 Your “why” keeps you search process focused.

 Your goals define what success for you looks like.

 Your non-negotiables keep you from wasting time and being overwhelmed by all the

choices.

 Your budget keeps you realistic, your approval may give you flexibility.

 Your timeline keeps you on track.

 And your location keeps your search precise.

Put those pieces together, and suddenly that giant puzzle starts looking like a

clear picture of your next home.

Next Steps for You

If you’re ready to start, here are some tools on my site ( )

that make the process easier:

www.paulhasthebuyers.net

   → Get listings that match your criteria sent right to your

inbox.

Automated Home Search

   → See what fits comfortably in your budget.Mortgage & Affordability Calculators

   → Free books and tips to walk you through buying with

confidence.

Guides & Resources

  → Trusted lenders who open doors and can save you multiple

thousands of dollars.

Mortgage Lenders 

Finding the perfect home doesn’t have to feel overwhelming. With the right

questions, a little humor, and a guide who knows the greater Athens market inside

and out … you’re well on your way!

http://www.paulhasthebuyers.net/
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Unlock the secrets to finding your ideal home with this essential guide that

transforms the daunting process of home buying into a manageable journey.

Discover the importance of defining your "why," setting clear goals, and

understanding your budget to create a focused and personalized search

strategy. With practical tools and expert insights, you'll navigate the real estate

market with confidence and clarity, turning your dream home into a reality.

I am only a phone call or email away, so if you want to talk about your

situation and how I can help you, please don't hesitate to call me at:

706-714-8553 or email me at paul.cooke@exprealty.com.  


