Kim Phelps

SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION

North of Indy.
Hard to Leave.

Hamilton County is consistently ranked among the best places to live in the country — and

the four cities that define it each offer something distinct. Carmel's arts and roundabouts.
Westfield's sports and space. Zionsville's storybook village. Fishers's urban energy. This

guide helps you find your fit before you ever schedule a showing.

All four cities are 20-30 minutes north of downtown Indianapolis — and each has its own distinct character.

I HAMILTON COUNTY - NORTH OF INDIANAPOLIS

Life in Hamilton County

Ly Polished Suburbs €3 Arts & Culture & Monon Trail @ Grand Park % Strong Appreciation

fs Retail & Dining @ Parks & Trails # Corporate Hub


https://kimphelps.com/
https://calendly.com/kim-sarealtyindy/30min

Hamilton County sits directly north of Indianapolis and has earned its reputation as one of the most
desirable suburban markets in the Midwest. The four cities that anchor it — Carmel, Westfield, Zionsville,
and Fishers — are distinct in character but share a common thread: a high quality of life, well-maintained
infrastructure, strong corporate employment, and housing values that have appreciated consistently

over time.

One note on Zionsville: it sits in Boone County rather than Hamilton County, right on the border. It is
included in this guide because it draws the same buyers, competes for the same relocations, and is

grouped with Hamilton County by nearly everyone shopping this part of the metro.

The county is a major destination for corporate relocations. Dozens of national and regional companies
have made Hamilton County their home base, drawing professionals from across the country. That
steady influx of corporate buyers has supported housing demand and price stability in ways that set

Hamilton County apart from many comparable suburban markets nationally.

Recreation is a genuine strength. The Monon Trail runs from downtown Indianapolis all the way through
Carmel and into Westfield — over 30 miles of paved multi-use trail that connects communities and
serves as a daily lifestyle anchor for residents throughout the county. Grand Park Sports Campus in
Westfield is the largest youth sports facility in the country at over 400 acres, hosting 5.5 million visitors
annually and serving as an economic and community engine unlike anything else in the Indianapolis

metro.

Dining, shopping, and cultural amenities across the county are well above what most buyers expect from
a suburban market. Carmel's Arts and Design District, Zionsville's brick Main Street village, Fishers's
Nickel Plate District, and Westfield's growing restaurant corridor all offer distinct experiences that don't
require a trip downtown. For buyers relocating from larger metro areas, Hamilton County consistently

exceeds expectations.



COUNTY AT A GLANCE

Directly north of Indianapolis via US-31, I-69, and 1-465

20-30 minutes depending on city

~$371,500 (varies significantly by city)

~$380K (Fishers entry) to $1M+ (Carmel/Zionsville luxury)

Polished, corporate-friendly, arts and recreation-forward

CITY QUICK COMPARE

Carmel Arts & roundabouts
Westfield Sports & space
Zionsville Village charm (Boone Co.)
Fishers Urban energy

RESEARCH LINKS

- School Info (GreatSchools.org)

- Safety Data (CrimeMapping.com)

We link to independent sources so you can research specific addresses on your own terms.

CITY GUIDES — HAMILTON COUNTY



https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

I SOUTHERN HAMILTON COUNTY - US-31 CORRIDOR

Carmel

Indiana's Most Polished Suburb

@ Arts District & Monon Trail &) Roundabouts #: The Palladium i | Dining Scene

dy City Center

Carmelis the city that sets the standard for what suburban living can look like when it's done with
intention. More than 100 roundabouts keep traffic moving without the stop-and-go of traditional
intersections — a signature infrastructure choice that has become shorthand for Carmel's commitment
to thoughtful planning. The result is a city that feels organized, polished, and functional in a way that

most suburbs simply aren't.

The Arts and Design District is Carmel's cultural centerpiece — a walkable stretch of galleries, boutiques,
restaurants, and public art installations anchored by the Monon Trail. Monthly "Meet Me on Main" events
bring out residents and visitors for live music, food trucks, and artist showcases. The Palladium at the
Center for the Performing Arts hosts world-class orchestral performances, Broadway touring
productions, and concerts in a stunning venue that rivals anything in Indianapolis proper. The Carmel
International Arts Festival draws over 40,000 visitors annually. For residents who value culture and arts

as part of daily life — not just occasional trips downtown — Carmel delivers consistently.

The Monon Trail runs directly through downtown Carmel, connecting residents by foot and bike to the
Arts District, City Center, and all the way south to downtown Indianapolis. On a typical day, thousands of
people use it — for commuting, exercising, or simply walking to dinner. It's not just a trail; it's a lifestyle

infrastructure that shapes how people experience the city every day.

Carmel's housing market is the most premium in Hamilton County. Entry-level homes in established
neighborhoods typically start above $450K, and City Center condos and luxury estate communities can
reach well into the millions. The market has seen steady appreciation and remains highly competitive,

with well-prepared and correctly priced homes typically drawing strong buyer interest.



COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Carmel's roundabout system — over 100 and counting — has made the city nationally recognized for
traffic engineering innovation. What started as a controversial infrastructure decision has become a
point of pride and a genuine quality-of-life advantage. Visitors from other cities often remark on how
smoothly Carmel moves compared to suburbs of comparable size.

A

STRENGTHS

+ Arts and Design District — walkable culture, dining, and galleries
+ Monon Trail access through the heart of the city

+ The Palladium and Center for the Performing Arts

+ Roundabout infrastructure keeps traffic flowing efficiently

+ Strong housing appreciation history

+ Major corporate employer hub — short commutes for many residents

TRADE-OFFS

Highest price points in the county — entry level above $450K

- Many neighborhoods are car-dependent outside of City Center

US-31 and Keystone can feel busy during peak hours

Less of a "small town" feel than Zionsville or Westfield

Schools & Safety Research: For school information, visit GreatSchools.org or the Carmel Clay Schools website. For
neighborhood safety data, visit CrimeMapping.com.


https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

AT A GLANCE

Southern Hamilton County, directly north of 1-465

~25 minutes via US-31 or Keystone

~$520K (Zillow, 2026)

~$450K entry to $1IM+ luxury estates and City Center condos

City Center condos and townhomes, established subdivisions, luxury estates

Arts, Monon Trail cycling, fine dining, performing arts, walkable City Center

RESEARCH LINKS

- School Info (GreatSchools.org)

- Safety Data (CrimeMapping.com)


https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

I NORTH HAMILTON COUNTY - US-31 CORRIDOR

Westfield

America’s Youth Sports Capital — With Room to Grow

& Grand Park @ Colts Training Camp & Monon Trail %1 Fast Growth w Breweries

@ New Construction

Westfield is Hamilton County's fastest-growing city, and the engine behind that growth is Grand Park
Sports Campus — the largest youth sports facility in the country at over 400 acres. Grand Park hosts 31
soccer fields, 26 baseball diamonds, a 378,000-square-foot events center, and serves as the official
training ground for the Indianapolis Colts, Indiana Pacers, and Indy Eleven soccer teams. The campus
draws over 5.5 million visitors annually — ranking it above Little Caesars Arena in Detroit for total annual
visits — and it has become one of the most significant economic and community assets in the entire

Indianapolis metro.

For residents, Grand Park is more than a venue — it's a lifestyle anchor. The Westfield Collective, a four-
acre food and entertainment destination adjacent to Grand Park, features six chef-driven restaurants,

two full-service bars, a 25-foot LED screen, and indoor and outdoor beach volleyball courts. TreeRunner
Adventure Park, an aerial forest adventure park inside the campus, adds another dimension for outdoor
recreation. The Monon Trail extends into Westfield, connecting it to Carmel and Indianapolis by bike and

foot.

Westfield's restaurant and brewery scene is developing quickly. Field Brewing, Grand Junction Brewing,
Grindstone on the Monon, and Four Fingers Distillery have established the city as a destination for craft
beverage culture. Major US-31 infrastructure improvements — removing stoplights and significantly
improving commute times — have made Westfield feel far more connected to the rest of the metro

than it did a decade ago.

For buyers, Westfield offers a compelling combination: more space and newer construction than Carmel
at a generally lower price point, with all the lifestyle advantages of Hamilton County. Many buyers start
their search in Carmel and end up in Westfield when they discover what their budget can buy. The city's
10-year master plan for Grand Park — including a proposed outdoor soccer stadium, indoor ice arena,

and entertainment district — signals continued long-term investment.



COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Grand Park was selected as a potential FIFA World Cup team base camp training site for the 2026
tournament — a remarkable designation that reflects the campus's standing as a world-class facility.
Whether or not your household follows soccer, living near a facility of this caliber has real quality-of-life
and economic implications for the community.

A

STRENGTHS

+ Grand Park — country's largest youth sports campus, a national destination
+ More space and newer construction for the dollar vs. Carmel

+ Growing dining, brewery, and entertainment scene

+ Monon Trail access connecting to Carmel and Indianapolis

+ Strong planned investment through the Grand Park master plan

+ Improved US-31 corridor — much faster commute to Indianapolis

TRADE-OFFS

Still developing — fewer established amenities than Carmel

Grand Park tournament weekends bring significant traffic

Less walkable than Carmel City Center or Zionsville village

Farther north — longer commute to downtown Indy than Carmel

Schools & Safety Research: For school information, visit GreatSchools.org or the Westfield Washington Schools
website. For neighborhood safety data, visit CrimeMapping.com.


https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

AT A GLANCE

North Hamilton County, along US-31 north of Carmel

~30 minutes via improved US-31 corridor

~$431K (Zillow, 2026)

~$380K-$700K+, with luxury new construction above $1M

New construction subdivisions, master-planned communities, some acreage

Youth sports, outdoor recreation, craft beer, new construction, Monon Trail

RESEARCH LINKS

- School Info (GreatSchools.org)

- Safety Data (CrimeMapping.com)


https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

I BOONE COUNTY - BORDERING HAMILTON COUNTY

Zionsville

A Brick-Street Village — Genuinely Unlike Anywhere Else

EE Brick Main Street f§a Boutique Shopping & Farmers Market * Local Winery

@ 800 Acres of Parks &k Village Events

Geography note: Zionsville is technically located in Boone County, not Hamilton County — it sits at the county
border, just northwest of Carmel and Westfield. It's included in this guide because it serves the same market,
draws the same buyer profile, and is commonly grouped with Hamilton County communities by buyers
relocating to the area. Parts of Zionsville are also served by different school corporations depending on the
specific address, so confirming the school district for any specific home is important.

Zionsville sits just across the county line in Boone County and operates at a different pace than its
Hamilton County neighbours. It is one of the few towns in the United States that has preserved its
original brick-paved Main Street — and it has built an entire identity around that distinction. The village is
genuinely walkable and genuinely charming, in a way that doesn't feel manufactured. Over 175 local
businesses line the Main Street district: boutiques, art galleries, locally owned restaurants, a Saturday
farmers' market, chocolatiers, wine bars, and bookshops. It's the kind of downtown that makes residents

feel like they live somewhere special — because they do.

Hopwood Cellars Winery operates in the heart of the village. Trader's Point Creamery — a farm-to-table
restaurantin a 19th-century dairy barn — has become a destination dining experience for residents and
visitors from across the metro. The Zionsville Farmers' Market runs Saturday mornings through the
season directly on Main Street. Community events are a defining feature of life here: the Zionsville Fall
Festival, the Brick Street Market, and Christmas in the Village all draw residents together in ways that

reinforce the town's close-knit identity.

Zionsville's parks system is exceptional — 17 parks and facilities covering over 800 acres of parkland.
Abraham Lincoln made a whistle-stop speech here in 1861 on his way to his inauguration, and the town
celebrates that history through murals, the SullivanMunce Cultural Center, and a sense of civic pride
rooted in place. The Main Street Zionsville "Charming on Purpose" initiative launched in 2026 reflects

the community's intentional investment in maintaining what makes the town distinctive.



Zionsville commands the highest median home prices in the area. The housing stock skews toward
larger lots, established homes, and estate properties — there's significantly less new construction
density here than in Carmel or Westfield, which contributes to the preserved village feel but limits

inventory.

Because Zionsville is in Boone County, school corporation boundaries work differently here than they do
in Carmel or Westfield, and they can vary by specific address. Confirm the district for any individual

property rather than assuming it based on the town.

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Zionsville's Main Street is one of only a handful of brick-paved main streets remaining in the United
States. The town has actively maintained and invested in that character rather than paving it over for
convenience. It's a rare commitment to place-based identity that shapes the entire feel of living there —
and it's the reason residents consistently describe Zionsville as the one place they never want to leave.

v STRENGTHS

+ Brick Main Street village — genuinely walkable and charming

+ Over 175 local businesses including boutiques, galleries, and restaurants

+ 800+ acres of parks across 17 facilities

+ Strong community events calendar — Fall Festival, Farmers Market, Christmas in the Village
+ Highest home values in the area — strong long-term appreciation

+ Quiet, established feel — less development density than neighbors

TRADE-OFFS

Highest price points — median home value near $570K

Limited new construction inventory

Boone County location — school district varies by specific address

- Less connected to I-465 than Carmel or Fishers

Schools & Safety Research: Zionsville spans multiple school districts depending on address. For school information
specific to aproperty, visit GreatSchools.org. For neighborhood safety data, visit CrimeMapping.com.


https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

AT A GLANCE

Boone County (borders Hamilton County — serves same market)

Northwest of Indianapolis, ~15 miles from downtown

~20-25 minutes via I-465 or US-421

~$570K-$581K (highest in the area)

~$450K established homes to $1M+ estate properties

Historic homes, established neighborhoods, acreage estates, limited new construction

Village shopping, farmers market, winery, community events, parks and trails

RESEARCH LINKS

- School Info (GreatSchools.org)
- Safety Data (CrimeMapping.com)

School district varies by address in Zionsville — always verify for a specific property.


https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

I EAST HAMILTON COUNTY - 1-69 CORRIDOR

Fishers

Hamilton County's Urban Energy

/ Indy Fuel Hockey J7 Live Concerts & Nickel Plate Trail w Craft Beer Scene

s Fishers District il Tech Corridor
Fishers has transformed from a quiet bedroom community into one of the most vibrant mid-size cities in
Indiana — and the Fishers Event Center is central to that identity. The arena is home to the Indy Fuel
ECHL hockey team and hosts a calendar of concerts, events, and entertainment that gives Fishers a
genuine urban energy. It's the kind of anchor that changes how a community experiences itself — not

just something to drive to, but something to build a night around.

The Nickel Plate District in downtown Fishers is the city's creative and dining hub. A growing roster of
independently owned restaurants, breweries, and bars has made this stretch a destination rather than
just a pass-through. The Nickel Plate Trail — a multi-use rail trail — connects neighborhoods, parks, and
the district for cyclists and walkers. Conner Prairie, a nationally recognized interactive living history
museum and one of Indy's most beloved summer institutions (including Symphony on the Prairie), sits

within Fishers and adds a cultural dimension that residents genuinely use.

Fishers is also a tech and corporate employment center. Andretti Autosports made a $200 million
investment here, and dozens of other companies have established operations in the city's growing
commercial corridors along |-69 and 116th Street. That employer base has driven consistent housing
demand and a demographic that skews younger and more professionally diverse than some of its

neighbors.

For buyers who want the lifestyle advantages of Hamilton County with a little more urban edge, Fishers is
typically the answer. It's generally more affordable than Carmel on a per-square-foot basis, offers more
modern housing stock, and has the Geist Reservoir area adjacent to the northeast for buyers who want
waterfront options as well. IKEA's presence, along with larger retail and the Fishers District mixed-use

development, gives the city a commercial depth that makes daily life genuinely convenient.



COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

The Fishers Event Center — home of the Indy Fuel — has become a genuine community gathering point.
Beyond hockey, the arena hosts national touring concerts, family shows, and special events that give
Fishers residents an entertainment venue steps from their neighborhoods. For buyers who want
suburban living without driving to downtown Indianapolis for every major event, this is a meaningful
quality-of-life feature.

N

STRENGTHS

+ Fishers Event Center — hockey, concerts, and events without driving downtown
+ Nickel Plate District — growing dining, brewery, and entertainment scene

+ More affordable per square foot than Carmel

+ Strong tech and corporate employer base — short local commutes

+ Nickel Plate Trail for cycling and walking

+ Adjacent to Geist Reservoir for buyers wanting waterfront options

TRADE-OFFS

Less established arts identity than Carmel

|1-69 corridor can feel more commercial and suburban than other cities

- Rapid growth means ongoing construction in many areas

Less village character than Zionsville or Westfield's smaller-scale feel

Schools & Safety Research: For school information, visit GreatSchools.org or the Hamilton Southeastern Schools
website. For neighborhood safety data, visit CrimeMapping.com.


https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/

AT A GLANCE

East Hamilton County, I-69 corridor northeast of Indianapolis

~25 minutes via I-69

~$410K (Zillow, 2026)

~$350K entry to $700K+ in established and Geist-area neighborhoods

New construction subdivisions, established neighborhoods, Geist-adjacent waterfront

Hockey and concerts, Nickel Plate Trail, craft beer, Conner Prairie, tech career access

RESEARCH LINKS

- School Info (GreatSchools.org)

- Safety Data (CrimeMapping.com)

Not Sure Which City Fits Your Life?

Carmel, Westfield, Zionsville, and Fishers each attract different buyers for different
reasons. Let's talk through your commute, lifestyle, and price range — and figure

out where you'll actually want to come home to.

SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION



https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.crimemapping.com/
https://calendly.com/kim-sarealtyindy/30min

Kim Phelps | Home Strategy Consultant

317-964-9021 - kim@kimphelps.com



tel:3179649021
mailto:kim@kimphelps.com

