
!  Phoenix Relocation Guide
A comprehensive resource for anyone considering a move to the Valley of the Sun, created by Rick McHone of Barrett Real 
Estate. This guide covers everything from neighborhood recommendations to financing tips, helping you navigate your 
relocation journey with confidence and ease.



Welcome & Introduction to Phoenix
Welcome to the Valley of the Sun! If you're considering relocating to Phoenix or one of its surrounding cities, you're not 
alone. Every year, thousands of people make the move to Arizona for its sunny skies, thriving economy, and diverse lifestyle 
options.

Phoenix is one of the fastest-growing metropolitan areas in the country, offering a unique blend of outdoor adventure, 
career opportunities, and affordable living compared to many coastal states. Whether you're a young professional, a 
growing family, or looking for a retirement haven, Phoenix has something for everyone.

As a Realtor specializing in relocation, my goal is to make your move seamless, stress-free, and rewarding. This guide will 
give you the knowledge, tools, and insider tips you need to confidently start your journey to Arizona living.

Sunny Climate

Enjoy over 300 days of 
sunshine annually, perfect for 
outdoor enthusiasts and those 
escaping colder climates.

Thriving Economy

Benefit from a robust job 
market with opportunities in 
technology, healthcare, 
education, and more.

Affordable Living

Experience a lower cost of 
living compared to many 
coastal states while enjoying 
high quality of life.



Overview of Neighborhoods
Greater Phoenix is made up of many unique communities 4 each with its own lifestyle, price point, and appeal. Here's a 
breakdown to help you see which area might be right for you:

1
Scottsdale

Known for upscale shopping, golf resorts, and luxury homes. A perfect fit for executives, retirees, and second-
home buyers.

2
Chandler & Gilbert

Tech-driven, family-oriented cities with highly rated schools and safe, master-planned neighborhoods. Great for 
professionals with families.

3
Tempe

Home to Arizona State University, offering a vibrant nightlife, job opportunities, and an urban feel. Ideal for 
young professionals and first-time buyers.

4
Central Phoenix/Arcadia

A mix of historic homes and trendy new builds. Perfect for foodies, professionals, and those who love city 
living.

5
Peoria & Glendale

Growing suburban areas with affordable housing and strong community feel. Popular with first-time buyers and 
sports fans.

6
Paradise Valley

Luxury estates, privacy, and breathtaking mountain views. Tailored for high-net-worth buyers seeking 
exclusivity.

No matter your lifestyle, there's a neighborhood here that fits your vision.



Cost of Living Breakdown
Phoenix is known for its affordable cost of living compared to cities like Los Angeles, San Francisco, or Seattle. Here's what 
you can expect:

Housing

Median home prices are typically lower than major 
coastal cities, though they've been rising with 
demand. Rental rates are also competitive.

Utilities

Expect higher electricity bills in summer months due 
to air conditioning, but lower heating costs in winter.

Transportation

A car is almost a necessity in Phoenix. Gas prices are 
often below the national average, and car insurance 
rates are moderate.

Groceries & Dining

Costs are on par with the national average, but local 
farmers markets and ethnic food scenes provide 
affordable variety.

Healthcare

Arizona's healthcare costs are close to national 
averages, with a wide selection of hospitals and 
specialty care.

Overall, Phoenix offers a strong balance of affordability and lifestyle benefits, making it an attractive option for those 
looking to stretch their dollars further while enjoying a high quality of life.



Schools & Education
Education is a top priority for many families moving to the Valley. The area is home to some of the best-performing public 
school districts in Arizona, as well as innovative charter and private options.

Top Public Districts

Chandler Unified, Gilbert Public, and 
Scottsdale Unified consistently rank 
highly for academic achievement, 
extracurricular offerings, and 
college preparation.

Charter Schools

BASIS, Great Hearts, and Benjamin 
Franklin are nationally recognized 
for academic rigor and specialized 
curriculum approaches.

Private Schools

Prestigious institutions like Brophy 
College Prep, Xavier College Prep, 
and Rancho Solano serve families 
seeking alternative education paths.

Higher Education

Arizona State University (ASU) in Tempe is a world-class 
institution known for innovation and research, while Grand 
Canyon University and Maricopa Community Colleges 
provide excellent alternatives for diverse educational 
needs.

The Phoenix area's commitment to education extends 
beyond K-12, with numerous vocational and technical 
schools offering specialized training for various career 
paths.

Families relocating to Phoenix can rest assured that education options are both diverse and plentiful, with opportunities to 
match every learning style and educational philosophy.



Local Lifestyle, Recreation & Amenities
One of Phoenix's greatest strengths is its lifestyle. With year-round sunshine, residents enjoy countless recreational 
opportunities:

Outdoors

Hike Camelback Mountain, 
explore the Superstition 
Mountains, or kayak on nearby 
lakes. Golf enthusiasts will 
find more than 200 courses 
throughout the Valley.

Sports

Catch a Suns basketball 
game, Cardinals football, or 
spring training baseball with 
15 MLB teams in the Valley. 
Sports fans have year-round 
entertainment options.

Shopping & Dining

From high-end Scottsdale 
Fashion Square to boutique 
shops in Downtown Gilbert, 
plus an incredible culinary 
scene featuring everything 
from food trucks to fine 
dining.

Family Fun

The Phoenix Zoo, OdySea Aquarium, and Children's 
Museum offer year-round entertainment for kids. Families 
also enjoy water parks, trampoline parks, and numerous 
community events designed for all ages.

Arts & Culture

The Heard Museum, Desert Botanical Garden, and 
Symphony Hall provide rich cultural experiences. Phoenix's 
art scene continues to grow with galleries, theaters, and 
music venues throughout the metropolitan area.

Whether you're seeking adventure, relaxation, or culture, Phoenix has it all. The diverse range of activities ensures that 
residents of all ages and interests can find fulfilling ways to enjoy the Valley's unique lifestyle.



Moving Logistics Tips
Relocating from out of state comes with its own challenges, but knowing what to expect makes it easier.

Set Up Utilities

Major providers include APS or 
SRP for electricity, Southwest Gas, 
and Cox, CenturyLink, or Google 
Fiber for internet. It's 
recommended to schedule 
connections at least two weeks 
before your move date.

Update DMV Information

Arizona requires you to update 
your driver's license and vehicle 
registration within 10 days of 
moving. Bring proof of residency 
and identity documents to your 
appointment.

Complete Administrative 
Tasks

Voter registration and healthcare 
enrollment can be completed 
online or during your DMV visit. 
Don't forget to update your 
address with banks, insurance 
providers, and subscription 
services.

Timing Your Move

Spring and fall are the most comfortable times for 
relocating. Summer moves are possible but require careful 
planning due to heat, with temperatures regularly 
exceeding 100°F from June through September.

Having a trusted Realtor means you'll also have referrals 
for movers, storage, contractors, and other essential 
services to make your transition smoother.

Pro Tip: Consider scheduling your move during weekdays rather than weekends for better availability and 
potentially lower rates from moving companies.



Real Estate Market Overview
The Phoenix real estate market has been one of the hottest in the nation over the past decade, driven by population growth, 
job creation, and affordability compared to coastal states.

Market Trends

Inventory has fluctuated, but demand remains strong, 
especially for single-family homes in family-friendly 
suburbs. The market continues to attract both 
primary residents and investors.

New Construction

Many buyers are choosing new builds in fast-growing 
areas like Gilbert, Queen Creek, and Peoria. These 
communities offer modern amenities and often 
provide better value than established neighborhoods.

Investment Opportunities

Phoenix remains attractive for investors thanks to 
rising rental demand and appreciation. The strong job 
market and continued population growth support 
long-term investment potential.

Seasonal Cycles

The market is busiest in spring and fall, but out-of-
town buyers often shop year-round. Understanding 
these cycles can help with timing your purchase for 
optimal selection and pricing.

Understanding market conditions before you arrive can help you make stronger, faster decisions. Working with a local 
expert who understands both current trends and historical patterns will give you a significant advantage in this competitive 
market.



Financing Tips & Cost Expectations
Buying a home from out of state requires financial preparation:

Down Payments

Typical down payments range 
from 3%320%, depending on loan 
type. First-time homebuyers may 
qualify for programs requiring as 
little as 0-3% down.

Pre-Approval

Get pre-approved before starting 
your search. This gives you a 
competitive edge and makes your 
offer stronger, especially 
important in a fast-moving market.

Closing Costs

Usually 2%33% of purchase price 
in Arizona. These include lender 
fees, title insurance, escrow fees, 
and various other transaction 
costs.

Property Taxes

Closing Costs

Typical HOA Fees

Home Insurance

0 1 2 3

Property taxes in Arizona are relatively low compared to many states, averaging around 0.6% of home value. Many 
neighborhoods include HOA dues for amenities and upkeep, which can range from minimal to luxury-level.

I work closely with lenders who specialize in helping relocation buyers navigate financing from out of state. These 
partnerships ensure you'll have access to competitive rates and programs specifically designed for your situation.



Homebuying Process for Relocation
Buying a home remotely doesn't have to be overwhelming. Here's how I guide relocation clients:

01

Consultation

We'll discuss your goals, timeline, and 
preferred neighborhoods to create a 
personalized relocation strategy 
tailored to your specific needs and 
preferences.

02

Pre-Approval

Connect with a trusted lender to 
confirm your budget and explore 
financing options that best suit your 
financial situation.

03

Virtual Tours

I'll preview homes and send video 
walkthroughs so you can narrow 
choices before traveling. This saves 
you time and helps focus your in-
person visits.

04

Home Search Trip

Plan a focused visit where I'll schedule 
and guide you through showings of 
your top contenders, maximizing your 
time in Phoenix.

05

Offer & Negotiation

I'll structure competitive offers and 
handle all negotiations, leveraging my 
market knowledge to secure the best 
terms possible.

06

Escrow & Closing

All documents can be signed digitally, 
making the process seamless even if 
you're still in your current location 
during this phase.

07

Move-In & Support

I'll connect you with movers, utilities, and local resources to ensure a smooth transition to your new Phoenix home.

With the right plan, your relocation can feel simple and exciting instead of stressful. My comprehensive approach 
addresses both the practical aspects of buying a home and the unique challenges of relocating to a new city.



Final CTA & Contact Info
Relocating to a new city is a big step 4 but you don't have to do it alone. With the right Realtor by your side, you can make a 
confident, informed move and start enjoying everything Phoenix has to offer.

I specialize in helping out-of-town buyers find their ideal home, secure the best financing, and transition smoothly into 
Arizona life. Whether you're ready to start your search or just gathering information, I'm here to help.

Free Relocation Consultation

Let's start with a personalized consultation and custom home search alerts tailored to your specific needs and 
preferences.

Contact Information

Rick McHone 3 Barrett Real Estate

Arizona License #645991000

:  602-361-9834

0  Rick@rickhelps.com

Your move to Phoenix starts here 4 let's make it a success.

Schedule Your Consultation Download Full Guide

mailto:Rick@rickhelps.com

