Best New Construction
Communities in Douglas County,

Colorado

A practical guide to help you choose the right community for your lifestyle, budget, and

commute in one of the Denver area's fastest-growing counties.




Who This Guide Is For

© o

Relocating Buyers Local Move-Up Buyers Downsizers & 55+ Buyers

Moving to the Denver area and want the Current Front Range residents seeking more Looking to simplify with low-maintenance
benefits of brand-new construction with space, updated amenities, and a community living while maintaining access to lifestyle
modern floor plans, energy efficiency, and environment that matches your growing amenities, social opportunities, and quality
builder warranties. family's needs. community features.

Whether you're prioritizing schools, commute times, or resort-style amenities, this guide will help you understand where Douglas County's best new

construction communities are located and which one is the right fit for you.



Quick Takeaways: Top New Construction Hotspots

Castle Rock

Master-planned communities like Macanta,
Montaine, and Crystal Valley offer strong
amenities, views, and a charming historic
downtown. Ideal for families who value
space and don't mind a longer Denver
commute.

Sterling Ranch

Large, amenity-rich master plan near
Littleton and Highlands Ranch with multiple
builders and diverse price points. Perfect
for buyers wanting an active community
with foothills proximity and social events.

Castle Pines (The Canyons)

Upscale, resort-style master plan with
premium trails, open space, and curated
amenities. Best for buyers seeking
sophistication and shorter commutes to
DTC and downtown Denver.

Lone Tree & Highlands Ranch

Limited but desirable new construction very
close to DTC, light rail, and Park Meadows.
Best for buyers prioritizing convenience and
commute over lot size.

Parker

Family-friendly established suburb with
scattered new communities featuring
strong schools, parks, and an active small-
town feel. Great for move-up buyers
wanting solid suburban lifestyle without
resort pricing.



Douglas County at a Glance

Why Douglas County?
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e Close proximity to outdoor recreation and foothills

New construction is concentrated in several large master-planned
communities plus strategic infill neighborhoods, giving buyers
meaningful choice in lifestyle, amenities, and price points.



Sterling Ranch

Large Master-Planned Community Near Littleton & Highlands Ranch



Sterling Ranch: Community Snapshot

What Makes Sterling Ranch Stand Out

Positioned at the western edge of Douglas County near Highlands Ranch
and Littleton, Sterling Ranch is one of the area's most ambitious master-
planned communities. This expansive development brings together
multiple national builders, creating diversity in home styles and price
points that range from accessible move-up options to higher-end luxury
homes.

The community's amenity package rivals resort destinations, featuring an
extensive trail network connecting neighborhoods, multiple parks
designed for different age groups, and a village-style center that hosts
regular community events and gatherings. The foothills-adjacent setting

provides stunning mountain views while maintaining convenient access to
C-470 and the Chatfield Reservoir area for outdoor recreation.

With its structured neighborhood design and focus on community
connection, Sterling Ranch appeals to buyers who want more than just a
house—they want a lifestyle centered around outdoor activity and social
engagement.



Who Sterling Ranch Is Best For
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Community-Focused Families Outdoor Enthusiasts Buyers Wanting Options

If you thrive on neighbor connections, community Buyers who want immediate trail access, Multiple builders mean diverse architectural
events, and organized activities for kids and proximity to foothills recreation, and the Chatfield styles, floor plans, and price points—easier to find

adults, Sterling Ranch's master-planned approach area while maintaining suburban convenience will your perfect fit without sacrificing the master-
creates built-in social opportunities. appreciate Sterling Ranch's location. plan amenity package.

(). Important Considerations

Sterling Ranch carries higher metro-district taxes and fees compared to established suburbs—these fund the extensive amenities and
infrastructure. The community is also actively growing, which means ongoing construction activity and increasing density over the next several
years. Make sure you're comfortable with both the financial and lifestyle trade-offs.



\\«P//Z The Canyons

Upscale Master Plan in Castle Pines



The Canyons: Premium Community Experience

Curated Collections Natural Setting Resort-Style Amenities

Premium builders like Shea Homes create Abundant preserved open space and The community emphasizes a premium lifestyle
distinct neighborhood collections, each with professionally maintained trail systems wind with carefully curated amenities, events, and a
thoughtful architectural design and high-end through the community, offering residents strong brand identity that maintains property
finishes that reflect the community's upscale immediate access to outdoor recreation without  values and neighborhood character.
positioning. leaving the neighborhood.

Located in Castle Pines with convenient |-25 access, The Canyons offers a substantially shorter commute to DTC and downtown Denver compared to
communities farther south, making it attractive to professionals who want upscale living without sacrificing accessibility to major employment centers.



Who The Canyons Is Best For

Ideal Buyers

The Canyons attracts buyers seeking an elevated lifestyle experience with resort-quality

amenities, natural beauty, and a premium community brand. This isn't just about the house

—it's about buying into a curated neighborhood environment.

Best fit for buyers who want:

Shorter Denver/DTC commutes: Castle Pines location cuts 15-20 minutes off the drive
compared to southern Castle Rock

Premium community standards: Architectural review and active HOA maintain
neighborhood aesthetics and property values

Resort-style living: Trails, open space, and amenities create a vacation-home feel in
your daily life

Higher-end finishes: Builder collections emphasize quality materials and modern
design

() Watch-Outs

Higher Price Points: The Canyons commands
premium pricing with limited entry-level options
—expect to pay more per square foot than
communities farther south.

HOA & Metro-District Costs: Monthly fees and
special assessments can be significant. Get the
full picture of ongoing costs before committing.

Lot Premiums: Homes backing to open space
or with superior views carry substantial
premiums that may or may not align with your
budget.



Castle Rock Master-Planned Communities

Three Distinct Options South of Downtown

Macanta

The most amenity-heavy option with an
impressive clubhouse, resort-style pool,

fitness facilities, and extensive trail network.

Multiple builders offer mid-to-upper price
ranges with modern floor plans.

e Strong social calendar and community
events

e Family-focused amenities and programs

e Multiple architectural styles available

Montaine

Includes both luxury single-family homes and
dedicated 55+ neighborhoods with Regency-
style ranch plans. Known for dramatic Front
Range views and substantial open space
preservation.

e Mix of multi-generational options
e Premium positioning with view lots

e Age-targeted sections for active adults

Crystal Valley

Large, established master plan with ongoing
new phases offering the most variety. Mix of
builders and floor plans creates "classic
suburb plus amenities" feel with parks, trails,
and community spaces.

e Broader price range and builder selection

e Mature trees and established feel in older
sections

e Strong school access and family
amenities



Who Castle Rock Master Plans Fit

Best For: Families Prioritizing Amenities, Space, and Value

Castle Rock's master-planned communities attract buyers who want substantial amenities without paying Castle Pines premiums. The town offers a
genuine sense of place with its historic downtown, local restaurants, farmers markets, and community events—you're not just buying into a subdivision,

you're becoming part of an actual town with character and identity.

Strong Community Amenities More Space for Your Budget Mountain Views & Natural

All three communities offer clubhouses, Compared to Castle Pines and Sterling Settmg

pools, trails, and parks that rival private Ranch, Castle Rock communities typically Southern Castle Rock's elevation and
country clubs, creating built-in recreation deliver more house and lot for your dollar, positioning provide dramatic Front Range
and social opportunities for families. especially in the S600K-$800K range. and Pikes Peak views that aren't available

in more northern communities.

[J Trade-Offs to Consider

Denver Commute: Plan on 45-60 minutes to downtown Denver during rush hour—noticeably longer than Castle Pines or Sterling Ranch. Active
Construction: All three communities have ongoing phases, meaning construction traffic and activity for years to come. Variable Costs: Metro-
district taxes and HOA fees differ significantly between communities—compare the total monthly cost, not just the mortgage.



Parker & East
County

Family-Friendly Suburbs with Strong
Schools




New Construction in Parker

A Different Approach

Unlike the large master-planned communities dominating Castle
Rock and Castle Pines, Parker's new construction comes in
smaller, scattered neighborhoods throughout this established
suburb. This creates a different feel—less "resort amenities" and
more "authentic community integration.”

Current & Recent Communities:

e Toll Brothers developments near Cherry Creek Trail
e Meadowlark and similar family-focused neighborhoods
e Mix of townhome and single-family options

* Price points often attractive to move-up buyers

Parker's Strengths

What Parker offers is authenticity—you're moving into an established suburb with
mature infrastructure, strong schools, extensive parks system, and a genuine
small-town downtown with local businesses and community events.

The town has invested heavily in trails, recreation facilities, and family
programming. Parker's PACE Center hosts concerts and theater, while the town's
parks department runs year-round activities for all ages. You get suburban
amenities without paying for private community infrastructure.



Who Parker Is Best For

Education-Focused Families

Douglas County School District serves
Parker with highly-rated elementary, middle,
and high schools. Many buyers specifically
target Parker for its established school
reputations and active parent communities.

[J Parker Considerations

Active Lifestyle Seekers

Direct access to Cherry Creek Trail provides
cycling and running routes all the way to
Denver. Parker's extensive trail network and
parks system rival master-planned
communities without the HOA fees.
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Buyers Wanting "Real"
Community

If you prefer authentic small-town character
over resort-style amenities, Parker delivers.
You'll have neighbors who've been there for
years, not just other new-construction
buyers.

Evaluate Each Community Individually: Without a dominant master plan, you need to research each new neighborhood's builder, location, and
HOA structure separately. Commute Variability: Your commute depends heavily on your specific neighborhood's access to E-470 and Parker
Road—some locations are convenient, others require navigating local traffic. Less Obvious "New Construction" Feel: You won't get the uniform

new-everything experience of a master plan, which some buyers prefer.



Lone Tree & Highlands Ranch New Construction
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—0—| Location Premium ﬁ Lifestyle Convenience @ Limited Inventory
These areas offer the closest proximity Park Meadows Mall, countless New construction opportunities are
to DTC (Denver Tech Center), one of restaurants, entertainment venues, and scattered and limited—mostly
Colorado's largest employment hubs. services are minutes away. This is townhomes and smaller single-family
Many buyers can cut their commute to maximum convenience for buyers who projects from builders like Shea and
10-15 minutes, and light rail access prioritize walkable/close amenities over others. You're buying location and
from Lone Tree makes car-free large lots. convenience, not master-plan
downtown Denver trips feasible. amenities.

Reality Check: Trade-Offs for Convenience

These areas command premium pricing—expect to pay more per square foot than communities farther south. Lots are smaller, homes are often closer
together, and you won't get the "brand-new master-planned community" experience with clubhouses and extensive trails.

But if your priority is minimizing commute time, maximizing convenience, and having immediate access to dining, shopping, and entertainment, the
location premium may be worth it. This is ideal for professionals, dual-income households, and buyers who want easy access to everything the metro area

offers.



55+ and Low-Maintenance Living Options

Age-Targeted Communities Throughout Douglas County

Downsizers and 55+ buyers have multiple options across Douglas County's new construction landscape, from dedicated age-restricted neighborhoods to
low-maintenance sections within larger all-ages communities.
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Montaine 55+ Sections Inspiration Communities Lock-and-Leave Townhomes
Regency-style ranch homes in Castle Rock's Dedicated 55+ communities in Douglas Attached homes in multiple communities
Montaine community offer age-targeted County with robust social programming, offering low-maintenance lifestyles with
living with access to master-plan amenities. clubs, and events designed for active adults. exterior maintenance included in HOA fees.

What to Evaluate Beyond the Floor Plan

HOA Services vs. Costs Social Calendar & Community
Compare what's included: landscaping, snow removal, exterior If active social engagement matters to you, prioritize communities with
maintenance, and amenity access. Higher fees should mean genuinely organized clubs, events, and gathering spaces—not just a ranch floor plan.

hassle-free living.



How to Choose the Right Community

Step 1: Clarify Your Non-Negotiables

01

02

Budget Reality Check

Establish your total monthly housing cost comfort level, including
mortgage, property taxes, HOA fees, and metro-district assessments.
Douglas County communities vary dramatically in ongoing costs.

03

Commute Target

Define your primary commute destination and your maximum acceptable
drive time. Test drive during actual rush hour—GPS estimates are often
wildly optimistic.

04

School Priorities

Research specific school boundaries and ratings if you have school-age
children, or consider resale impact even if you don't—school quality affects
property values.

Lifestyle Match

Be honest about whether you'll actually use resort-style amenities or if
you're paying for features you'll never touch. Some buyers are better served
by simpler communities with lower ongoing costs.



Community Comparison at a Glance

Community Price Range Best Commute For Amenities Level Overall Vibe

Sterling Ranch Mid to High West/SW Denver, DTC High Active master-plan with
strong community focus

The Canyons Luxury DTC, Downtown Denver High Resort-style with
premium positioning

Macanta (Castle Rock) Mid to Upper South Metro, Springs High Family-focused with
strong amenity package

Montaine (Castle Rock) Upper to Luxury South Metro, Springs Medium-High Views and 55+ options,
more space

Crystal Valley (Castle Mid to Upper South Metro, Springs Medium Classic master-plan,

Rock) established feel

Parker Communities Entry to Mid East Metro, DTC via E-470 Medium Authentic suburb, family-
friendly

Lone Tree/HR Upper to Luxury DTC, Downtown Denver Low Location-focused,

maximum convenience

Step 3: Do Your On-The-Ground Due Diligence

Don't rely solely on marketing materials and online research. Visit communities multiple times at different times of day. Drive your actual commute during
real rush hour—not midday or weekends. Walk model homes but also explore built-out sections to see what the neighborhood actually looks like when
occupied. Compare tax mill levies, HOA fees, and metro-district obligations across your finalists—these costs compound over years of ownership. Finally,
ask builders and HOA representatives about future phases, planned commercial development, and school capacity to avoid surprises later.



Work With Me: Your Douglas County Guide

Navigate New Construction with Confidence

Choosing the right new construction community is about more than finding a floor plan
you like—it's about matching your lifestyle, budget, and long-term needs to the right
location and community structure.

I help buyers:

Narrow the field efficiently from county-wide options to your 2-3 best-fit communities
based on your actual priorities

e Compare builder incentives and upgrades to understand real value and avoid
overpaying for unnecessary features

* Decode metro-district taxes and HOA structures so you understand true monthly
costs and long-term financial obligations

* Balance competing priorities like commute, schools, lifestyle, and resale value so you
don't regret your choice in three years

* Negotiate effectively with builders and leverage my knowledge of local market
dynamics to get the best possible deal

Ready to Find Your Perfect Community?

Let's create a customized shortlist of Douglas County communities tailored specifically to
your budget, lifestyle needs, and commute requirements. Schedule a consultation to
discuss your priorities and get expert guidance through the new construction process.

Schedule a Consultation Email Me Your Questions

What Makes Me Different

| specialize in Douglas County new construction
and stay current on builder incentives,
community development plans, and market
conditions. My goal is education and advocacy
—helping you make an informed decision, not
just closing a deal.
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