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Home Buyer's Guide: It's More
Than Just a House. It's a Home.

For most people, purchasing a home is the single largest investment they will
ever make. But it's not just about dollars and cents. It's about having a place to
call your own, designed to suit your tastes and needs.




Important Questions Before You Begin

— Dol qualify to own? 6 Is it a good time to buy? 0 What are my priorities?
Ensure your finances are in order If you have enough for a down Define your must-haves versus like-
with a credit check and financial payment, access to funding, and a to-haves to target your search
analysis. Consider VA or FHA loan trusted real estate professional, the effectively.

eligibility. time might be right.



The Road to Homeownership

Prep and Plan

Research neighborhoods, define your needs, and understand your
financial situation before starting your search.

Go With a Pro

Partner with a trusted real estate agent who brings expertise in local
markets, negotiations, and avoiding pitfalls.

Get Pre-qualified

Meet with a lender to examine your finances and determine how
much home you can afford.

Find Your Perfect Home

The fun part! Search online and visit properties that match
your criteria.




Making an Offer and Negotiating

Write the Offer

1 Your agent will help draft a contract with your offer price and
purchase terms.

Present to Seller

2 :
The seller can accept, reject, or counter your offer.
Negotiate Terms

3 Work with your agent to navigate counteroffers until reaching
agreement.
Reach Agreement

4 Once terms are accepted, you'll move to financing and closing

steps.




Financing Your Home: The Loan Process

Do Your Homework .
Assess Your Finances

Research loan types and programs from o
_ Be realistic about what you can afford
various lenders

Apply for Your Mortgage Find a Reputable Lender

Submit documentation and finalize your Choose between direct lenders or

loan mortgage brokers




Mortgage Options Explained

Fixed-Rate Mortgages Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARM)
Interest rates remain the same throughout the loan term. Interest rates move up or down with economic trends, typically
Perfect if you can lock in a low rate, providing stability and based on the U.S. Treasury index.

easier budgeting.
e |Initial rates lower than fixed-rate mortgages

* Available in 15, 20, or 30-year terms e Rates adjust periodically within set limits

e Shorter terms have lower rates but higher payments



Sealing the Deal: Final Steps

Title Search

Review legal documents related to
property ownership to ensure there are
no claims against the title. Consider
purchasing Title Insurance for
protection.

Final Walkthrough

Take one last look at the home to
ensure it's in the same condition as

when you signed the sale agreement.

Settlement

Sign all paperwork, pay closing costs,
legal fees, and transfer taxes. Receive
the property title and documentation
of your purchase.



The Benefits of a Real Estate Professional

Real estate professionals save you time by searching the market, provide comparative analysis, negotiate the best price, handle
documentation details, and connect you with home-related services. Their expertise and guidance are invaluable throughout the home

buying journey.
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