SoCal55PlusLiving

220 R OMETHINER REZQLREES SELL + DOWNSIZE - MOVE FORWARD

Downsizing
Without the Stress

A Simple Guide to Decluttering and
Preparing Your Home for Sale

..

Your next chapter
can begin with less
clutter and more
freedom.

LESS MORE A BRIGHTER
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A New Chapter
Awaits /

After 20, 30, or even 40 years in the same home, 1"?\‘ <
it's amazing how much we collect! From family vas !
photographs and holiday decorations to furniture ,:

and keepsakes, every room holds memories. \ IRV

But what happens when you're ready for
something smaller, easier to maintain, or better
suited to your next stage of life?

For many homeowners, downsizing is about
more than moving. It is about enjoying
retirement, traveling more, spending time with
family, and having fewer responsibilities around
the house.
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@ You don't have to tackle everything at once. With a
little planning and the right approach, downsizing can
be an exciting step toward your next chapter.
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1 o Start Early and Take @ Helpful Tip:
One Room at a Time

Set aside just

SMALL STEPS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE. 30 to 45 minutes

One of the biggest mistakes homeowners make is waiting until a day. Small, consistent
their home is listed — or even sold — to begin decluttering. Ideally, efforts are often more
start at least two to three months before putting your home on manageable than trying to
the market. clean out an entire house

in one weekend.

Begin with spaces that carry fewer
emotional attachments:

€ Laundry room
€ Linen closet
€ Garage

@ Guest bathroom
€ Storage areas

— Finish one drawer, shelf,
or cabinet before moving
to the next. Every
completed space is
progress!
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2. The Four-Box Method

A SIMPLE WAY TO DECIDE WHAT STAYS.

Use four clearly labeled boxes or designated areas to sort your belongings. Ask yourself three
questions: Have | used this in the past year? Will it fit in my next home? Does it bring value or
happiness to my life?

]

SELL DISCARD
Items you use Furniture, clothing, Valuable furniture, Broken, expired, or
regularly, genuinely kitchenware, and collectibles, tools, or unusable items that
love, or will need in household items in other belongings cannot be donated.
your next home. good condition that you no longer need.
someone else could
enjoy.
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3. Handle Sentimental Belongings
With Care

KEEP THE MEMORIES, NOT NECESSARILY EVERYTHING.

Your home may hold a lifetime of memories: children’s artwork, wedding gifts, family heirlooms, and
photographs from decades of celebrations. There's no reason to rush these decisions.

O) Invite family members to
Y select meaningful keepsakes.

Consider creating digital

o albums for large collections

7 of photographs, letters, or
documents.

A special memory box for
each family member can

® preserve meaningful items
without requiring an entire
storage room.

Letting go of an object doesn’t mean letting go of the

memory.
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4. Make Your Home Feel
Spacious and Inviting

HELP BUYERS PICTURE THEIR FUTURE IN YOUR HOME.

When buyers walk through a home, they want to imagine their furniture, their belongings, and their
future in the space. A clean, decluttered home feels larger, brighter, and more inviting.

Focus on;

Removing unnecessary furniture to create
comfortable walking spaces

Clearing kitchen counters, bathroom
vanities, and crowded shelves

Packing away some personal
photographs and collections

Organizing closets so buyers can
appreciate the storage space

Opening blinds and curtains to let in
natural light

Keeping rooms clean, bright, and
welcoming

You don't need to remove your home’s personality completely. The goal is to

O create a comfortable environment where buyers can picture themselves living in

the space.
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SoCal55PlusLiving

55+ HOME BUYING - SELLING - DOWNSIZING

Meet Gaby & Shane

If you are thinking about selling, downsizing, or making a move to a 55+ community, we
would love to help. Our goal is to guide you step by step with clear communication, local
knowledge, and a calm, supportive approach.

Gabriela Cirby
CA DRE #01905458

Shane Cirby
CA DRE #02210721

Real Broker
CA DRE #02022092

Phone:  (619) 379-5544
Email: Gabrielacirbyhomes@gmail.com

Website: SoCal55PlusLiving.com
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