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At a Glance

Portland Climate Overview
Portland sits in a sweet spot — sheltered by the Coast Range to the west and the Cascades to the east — giving it one of the most livable, temperate 
climates in North America.

By the Numbers

Summer highs: 75–85°F

Winter lows: 35–45°F

Annual rainfall: ~37 inches

Sunny days: 144+ per year

Snow days: rare, 1–3 per year

Humidity: moderate, lush year-round

What Makes Portland Unique

Four genuinely distinct seasons

Mild winters — rarely freezing hard

Gloriously dry, warm summers

Rainy season runs Nov through Mar

Evergreen forests keep the city lush 365 days

Mountain access within 90 minutes year-round



December · January · February

What Winters in Portland Are 
Really Like
The Conditions

Temps hover between 35–48°F

Rain is frequent — misty, not 
torrential

Snow is rare; a dusting makes the 
news

Daylight as short as 8.5 hours in 
December

Grey skies are the daily vibe Nov–Feb

The Silver Lining

Powell's Books — the ultimate winter 
escape

Portland's café culture is world-class

Forest Park trails stay beautiful in the 
mist

Mt. Hood skiing just 90 minutes away

Hood River day trips for cozy 
mountain charm

Locals embrace — not endure — the 
season



March · April · May

Spring in Portland
Spring arrives gradually and gloriously — first with cherry blossoms along the waterfront, then with an explosion of wildflowers, green hills, and 
farmers markets waking back up across the city.

Cherry Blossom Season
The Tom McCall Waterfront Park erupts in pink 
each April — one of Portland's most beloved 
annual spectacles.

Washington Park in Bloom
The International Rose Test Garden peaks in late 
spring. Portland earns its "City of Roses" title all 
over again.

Farmers Markets Return
The Portland Saturday Market and 
neighborhood markets reopen, bursting with 
local produce, flowers, and artisan goods.



June · July · August

Summer in Portland
 The Weather
Warm, dry, and glorious

Highs of 75–90°F

16+ hours of daylight in June

Virtually no rain July–Aug

 Recreation
Sauvie Island swimming

Columbia River floating

Oregon Coast day trips

Hiking the Columbia Gorge

 Lifestyle
Willamette Valley wine weekends

Outdoor concert season

Food cart culture in full swing

Patio dining everywhere



September · October · November

Fall in Portland
The Season

Crisp mornings, mild afternoons

Temps drop from 70°F to 45°F by November

Foliage peaks mid-October

Rain returns gently in October

Fall Favorites

Hood River Fruit Loop — apples, pears, cider

Pumpkin patches in Sauvie Island

Forest Park trails ablaze with color

Cozy neighborhood coffee shop crawls

Autumn farmers market harvest season



Style Guide

What to Wear in Portland
Portland fashion is function-meets-style. Locals have mastered the art of layering — looking great while staying dry and ready for anything the 
forecast throws at them.

Waterproof Shell
A quality waterproof jacket is non-negotiable. Go for breathable Gore-Tex 
— you'll wear it 6 months of the year.

Layer Everything
Mornings can be 45°F and afternoons 68°F. A base layer, mid-layer, and 
shell gives you full flexibility.

Waterproof Boots
From trail to city street, waterproof boots keep you comfortable and 
stylish through wet season.

Summer Casual
Summers are dry and warm — light linens, sundresses, and shorts are 
perfect from June through September.

Umbrella?
Portlanders rarely use them (and quietly judge those who do). A good 
hood is the local way.

Hiking Gear
Trail-ready layers and footwear are Portland essentials — the wilderness 
is always minutes away.



Setting the Record Straight

Portland Weather Myths — Busted
"Does it rain all day, every day?"
No. Portland rain is typically a light drizzle 
or overcast mist — not heavy downpours. 
Summers are reliably dry and sunny.

"Does Portland get real snow?"
Rarely in the city. When it does, 1–2 inches 
shuts things down. For real snow, Mt. 
Hood is 90 minutes away with world-class 
skiing.

"Are summers actually 
beautiful?"
Absolutely. July and August are 
considered among the best summer 
weather in the entire country — low 
humidity, clear skies, long days.

"Is seasonal depression 
common?"
Some residents use light therapy lamps 
during winter. But Portland's strong 
community culture, café scene, and 
outdoor lifestyle help enormously.

"Can you enjoy outdoor activities 
year-round?"
Yes. Portlanders hike, bike, and explore in 
every season. The city is built for outdoor 
living 365 days a year.



Year-Round Living

Best Portland Activities by Season



Moving to Portland

Relocation Tips for New Residents
Set Yourself Up for Success

Invest in quality rain gear — a great jacket changes everything

Embrace layers — temperatures shift dramatically within a single 
day

Try a SAD light lamp for darker winter months

Learn neighborhood elevation — inner SE stays warmer; the West 
Hills get more rain

Walk everywhere — Portland's walkability is exceptional

Drive cautiously in rain — roads can be slick after dry spells

Say yes to all four seasons — each one has its own magic

Find your cozy spot — a neighborhood café or trail makes winter 
wonderful

Portland rewards residents who lean into its rhythms rather 
than resist them. The lifestyle here is genuinely exceptional 
year-round.



Portland weather varies by neighborhood elevation, season, and proximity to rivers, 
forests, and surrounding mountains. Seasonal conditions may change year to year.



Ready to Make the Move?

Connect with Amanda Hagen
Contact Amanda for relocation guidance, neighborhood insight, wine country expertise, and personalized real estate support throughout Portland 
Metro and Oregon Wine Country.

Amanda Hagen

Real Broker, LLC

 503.744.7557

 amanda@amandahagen.com

 @amandahagenrealestate

 @amandahagenrealestate

How Amanda Can Help

Relocation planning and neighborhood matching

Seasonal lifestyle and livability guidance

Portland Metro real estate expertise

Oregon Wine Country property search

Buyer representation and market insight

Get in Touch Schedule a Consultation
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