
 

WELCOME TO OREGON 

The Beaver State 

A Relocation Guide to Lifestyle, Weather & Community 

 
Welcome to the Pacific Northwest. This guide gives you a practical, inviting look at Oregon's lifestyle, 

weather, communities, and home-buying experience, so you can picture daily life here before you arrive. 

 

 



What Oregon Is Known For 

Oregon is known for its natural beauty, innovation, and a strong sense of place. Beyond rain and coffee, the 

state offers a mix of world-class employers, outdoor access, agriculture, wine country, and communities 

shaped by mountains, water, and forests. 

 

● Coffee & Food Culture: Birthplace of Stumptown Coffee Roasters and a food-cart culture that turns 

nearly every block into a place to eat something new, alongside farm-to-table dining shaped by James 

Beard's Oregon roots. 

● Tech & Innovation: Home to the “Silicon Forest” — Intel's largest U.S. operations campus in Hillsboro, 

plus Nike's global headquarters in Beaverton, Columbia Sportswear, and Adidas North America's 

Portland office. 

● Health & Research Leadership: Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU) anchors the state's 

medical and research community in Portland, alongside Providence Health & Services, one of the 

state's largest employers. 

● Wine & Agriculture: The Willamette Valley is one of the world's premier Pinot Noir regions, with 

nearly 1,000 wineries statewide. Oregon also grows about 99% of the nation's hazelnuts and is a top 

producer of berries, Christmas trees, and pears. 

● Stunning Outdoors: An incredible landscape featuring Crater Lake National Park, Mount Hood, and 

the Columbia River Gorge. Mountains, coastline, high desert, and wine country all sit within a few 

hours' drive of one another. 

Quick impression: Oregon blends big-city opportunity with easy access to forests, mountains, water, farms, 

and small-town character. 



 



The Outdoor Lifestyle 

Oregon is a place where the outdoors becomes part of everyday life. Scenic highways move through alpine 

passes, riverfront towns, vineyards, and evergreen forests, making weekend adventures feel close and 

accessible. 

 

Something for Every Season 

● Hiking: From easy neighborhood trails to routes on Mount Hood and the Pacific Crest Trail, trailheads 

are a normal part of weekend life here. 

● Rock Climbing: World-class climbing at Smith Rock State Park draws climbers of every skill level, from 

first timers to seasoned crag rats. 

● Snow Sports: Skiing, snowboarding, and snowshoeing at Mount Hood's resorts — including year-

round skiing on the Palmer Glacier — keep winter just as active as summer. 

● Water Sports: The Willamette and Columbia Rivers, the Oregon Coast, and Hood River's famous wind 

make room for kayaking, paddleboarding, whitewater rafting, and windsurfing. 

● Scenic Drives: Routes like the Historic Columbia River Highway, the Mount Hood Scenic Byway, and 

the Oregon Coast Highway are consistently ranked among the top scenic drives in the country. 

For new residents, the benefit is simple: Oregon makes it easier to build an active, healthy rhythm. You do not 

need to plan a major trip to get outside. In many communities, nature is only a short drive, bike ride, or walk 

away. 

Reader takeaway: If you want a lifestyle where weekends can include trails, water, snow, wine country, or 

scenic drives, Oregon gives you a rare amount of variety in one state. 

 



Why We Call It the Beaver State 

Oregon is called the "Beaver State" due to the animal's central role in the region's early 19th-century fur 
trade. 
 

 

● Oregon State University mascot is Benny the Beaver: Distinguished by its rare land, sea, space, and 

sun grant designations. Located in Corvallis, the R1 research institution is a global leader in robotics, 

forestry, and oceanography. 

● Oregon Trail: Not just a computer game from 1970s. Oregon sits on a historical route that served a 

path for new opportunities and growth for the PNW. 

● City to Coast: The city of Portland and Salem, OR are both the industrial and political force of Oregon, 

they are connected to some of the most scenic coastal fronts by a 1.5 hour drive. 

 

Local mindset: There is so much to see in PNW. It’s no wonder locals take advantage of holidays and 

weekends to do day trips in the state from coast to mountains. 

 

 



The Unhoused Population & Community Action 

Like many growing cities, Portland faces visible housing and homelessness challenges. Understanding the 

issue with compassion helps new residents see both the need and the many ways communities are 

responding. 

 

● The Landscape: While many individuals become unhoused locally, studies indicate a portion of the 

unhoused population relocates from other cities and states; often due to Oregon's milder coastal 

climate and its social service networks. 

● Active Organizations: Groups like Transition Projects, JOIN, Central City Concern, and Blanchet House 

are actively working on transitional housing, day centers, meal service, and case management to help 

people move toward stable housing. 

● What You Can Do: As a new resident, you can make a direct impact by volunteering at local food 

banks, donating hygiene kits, and supporting local organizations that you believe in. 

 

Community note: New residents often make the strongest connections by volunteering, supporting local 

services, and learning how each city is addressing housing needs. 

 



Buying a Home in Greater Portland: Why Relocation 
Experience Matters 

Relocating is more than choosing a property. It means learning the culture of a new area, understanding 

which communities match your lifestyle, and finding a place where your routines can take root. I understand 

that process because I have relocated multiple times, both nationally and internationally. Finding the right 

house is only one part of the move. The bigger goal is rebuilding your sense of home, community, and normal 

day-to-day life. 

 

When we work together, you're not just getting access to homes on the market. You're getting: 

● A neighborhood level read where you'll actually feel settled, based on your lifestyle. Not just a market 

report. 

● Honest guidance shaped by real relocation experience, not a generic script. 

● Support finding your footing beyond the transaction; community groups, local favorites, and the small 

things that make a new city start to feel like home. 

Feeling like you belong is the part that matters most. That is where the right local guidance can make the 

difference. 

 

Relocation tip: Tour neighborhoods at different times of day, notice commute patterns, and pay attention to 

where you naturally feel comfortable spending time. 

 



Spotlight: Greater Portland — Metro Suburbs 

 
Whether you are relocating from Seattle, from Washington state, or from across the country, the Portland 

metro area deserves a close look. Ringed by the Willamette and Columbia Rivers, this region gives you big-city 

access with small-town character. 

Portland 

Portland is the anchor of the region — Oregon's largest city and the urban core of the metro area. Known as 

the “City of Roses,” the city offers the Portland Japanese Garden, Powell's City of Books, a celebrated food-

cart and restaurant scene, and a waterfront with views of the Willamette River and, on clear days, Mount 

Hood. 

Lake Oswego 

Lake Oswego borders Portland directly, just south of downtown, making the commute a non-issue. It is 

consistently ranked the #1 city for public schools in the Portland metro area, with lakefront living, low crime, 

and a polished, upscale feel. 

West Linn 

West Linn ranks as one of the safest cities in Oregon, with schools in the top-tier West Linn-Wilsonville School 

District. It has a genuine small-town feel, with river access, parks, and a walkable downtown at Willamette. 

Beaverton 

Beaverton is the heart of the “Silicon Forest” and home to Nike's global headquarters. It's one of the most 

family-friendly Portland suburbs, with strong schools, parks, and a growing, diverse tech-driven community. 

Hillsboro 

Hillsboro sits about 30 minutes west of Portland and hosts Intel's largest U.S. campus, anchoring the Silicon 

Forest. It's one of the fastest-growing cities in Oregon, with new development, walkable town centers, and a 

strong job base right at home. 

 

Community Note: Many choose Portland Metro cities for investment growth opportunities by purchasing a 

home. Oregon has no sales tax, and the region offers a centralized location in the Pacific Northwest. 

 



Ready to Find Your Place in Portland? 

Whether you are moving across town, across the country, or from overseas, the right home search starts with 

understanding how you want to live here. 

1. Explore 

Compare cities, neighborhoods, 
schools, commute routes, and daily 

lifestyle fit. 

2. Narrow 

Focus on the areas and homes that 
align with your goals, budget, and 

timing. 

3. Settle 

Move forward with confidence and 
local guidance beyond the 

transaction. 

 

Let's make Portland home. 

Schedule a consultation, request a neighborhood comparison, or ask for a custom home-search plan. 

 

 

 

Jerrel Thomas 

Oregon & Washington Relocation Expert 

503.850.9404 | jthomas@acentnw.com 
northascentcollective.com 
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