
 

WELCOME TO WASHINGTON 

The Evergreen State 

A Relocation Guide to Lifestyle, Weather & Community 

Welcome to the Pacific Northwest. This guide gives you a practical, inviting look at Washington’s lifestyle, 

weather, communities, and home-buying experience, so you can picture daily life here before you arrive. 

 



What Washington Is Known For 

Washington is known for its natural beauty, innovation, and a strong sense of place. Beyond rain and coffee, the 

state offers a mix of world-class employers, outdoor access, agriculture, wine country, and communities shaped 

by mountains, water, and forests. 

 

• Coffee Capital: Birthplace of Starbucks and home to a thriving independent coffee culture in nearly every 

neighborhood. 

• Tech & Innovation: Home to giants like Microsoft and Amazon, alongside aviation pioneer Boeing — a 

region that has shaped how the world works, flies, and connects. 

• Health & Medical Leadership: Washington is a national leader in specialized medicine and research, 

including groundbreaking work in deaf and blind services, advanced prosthetics, and cancer research at 

institutions like Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center and Seattle Children's. 

• Wine & Agriculture: Washington is the second-largest wine producer in the country, with award-winning 

vineyards across the Columbia Valley. It's also an agricultural powerhouse — a top national producer of 

wheat, apples, onions, hops, and more. 

• Stunning Outdoors: An incredible landscape featuring three National Parks; Olympic, Mount Rainier, and 

North Cascades. Plus, mountains, coastline, high desert, and islands all within a few hours' drive of one 

another. 

Quick impression: Washington blends big-city opportunities with easy access to forests, mountains, water, farms, and small-

town character. 

 



The Outdoor Lifestyle 

Washington is a place where the outdoors becomes part of everyday life. Scenic highways move through alpine 

passes, waterfront towns, vineyards, islands, and evergreen forests, making weekend adventure feel close and 

accessible. 

 

 

Something for Every Season 

• Hiking: From easy neighborhood trails to the Wonderland Trail circling Mount Rainier, trailheads are a 

normal part of weekend life here. 

• Rock Climbing: World-class climbing at Index, Leavenworth, and Smith Rock draws climbers of every skill 

level, from first timers to seasoned crag rats. 

• Snow Sports: Skiing, snowboarding, and snowshoeing across resorts and backcountry terrain in the 

Cascades and Olympics keep winter just as active as summer. 

• Water Sports: Puget Sound, hundreds of lakes, and world-renowned rivers make room for sailing, 

kayaking, paddleboarding, whitewater rafting, and salmon fishing. 

• Scenic Drives: Routes like the North Cascades Highway, Chuckanut Drive, and the Olympic Peninsula loop 

are consistently ranked among the top scenic drives in the country. 

For new residents, the benefit is simple: Washington makes it easier to build an active, healthy rhythm. You do 

not need to plan a major trip to get outside. In many communities, nature is only a short drive, bike ride, or walk 

away. 

Reader takeaway: If you want a lifestyle where weekends can include trails, water, snow, wine country, or 

scenic drives, Washington gives you a rare amount of variety in one state. 



Why We Call it the Evergreen State 

Western Washington’s weather is often misunderstood. The region is known for gray skies and light, steady 

drizzle, but not constant heavy rain.  

 

 

That moisture is also what keeps Washington green throughout the year. It feeds evergreen forests, mossy trails, 

fertile farmland, and the lush scenery that gives the state its nickname. 

• The Solution: To thrive here, locals live by the rule that “there's no bad weather, only bad clothing.” 

Investing in a good breathable raincoat is a rite of passage. 

• Stay Active: Locals don't wait out the drizzle — they hike, run, and cycle right through it. When winter hits, 

the mountain passes open for skiing, snowboarding, and snowshoeing to beat the grey-sky blues. 

 

Local mindset: The weather is easier to enjoy when you plan for layers, good footwear, and a rain jacket you 

actually like wearing. 

The Unhoused Population & Community Action 



Like many growing states, Washington faces visible housing and homelessness challenges. Understanding the 

issue with compassion helps new residents see both the need and the many ways communities are responding. 

 

 

 

• The Landscape: While many individuals become unhoused locally, studies indicate a portion of the 

unhoused population relocates from other cities and states; often due to Washington's milder coastal climate 

and its robust, well-funded social resource benefits and support networks. 

• Active Organizations: Groups like Council for the Homeless, Share, and Vancouver Housing Authority are 

actively working on transitional housing, emergency shelters, case management, and coaching programs for 

job placement and financial stability. 

• What You Can Do: As a new resident, you can make a direct impact by volunteering at local food banks, 

donating hygiene kits, and supporting local organizations that you believe in. 

Community note: New residents often make the strongest connections by volunteering, supporting local services, 

and learning how each city is addressing housing needs. 

 



Buying a Home in SW Washington: Why Relocation Experience Matters 

Relocating is more than choosing a property. It means learning the culture of a new area, understanding which 

communities match your lifestyle, and finding a place where your routines can take root. I understand that process 

because I have relocated multiple times, both nationally and internationally. Finding the right house is only one 

part of the move. The bigger goal is rebuilding your sense of home, community, and normal day-to-day life. 

 

When we work together, you're not just getting access to homes on the market. You're getting: 

• A neighborhood level read where you'll actually feel settled, based on your lifestyle. Not just a market 

report. 

• Honest guidance shaped by real relocation experience, not a generic script. 

• Support finding your footing beyond the transaction; community groups, local favorites, and the small things 

that make a new city start to feel like home. 

Feeling like you belong is the part that matters most. That is where the right local guidance can make the 

difference. 

 

Relocation tip: Tour neighborhoods at different times of day, notice commute patterns, and pay attention to 

where you naturally feel comfortable spending time. 

 



Spotlight: Greater Vancouver, WA — All of Clark County 

Whether you are relocating from Portland, Oregon or from across the country, Southwest Washington's Clark 

County deserves a close look. Sitting just across the Columbia River from Portland, this corridor gives you big-

city access with small-town character. 

Vancouver 

Vancouver is the anchor of the region. Currently, Washington's fourth-largest city and the urban core of Clark 

County. Known for its history with Fort Vancouver National Historic Site, waterfront entertainment, restaurants, 

boutique shops, and walking trails with views of the Columbia River, Mt. Hood, and Mt. Saint Helens.  

Camas 

Camas borders Vancouver directly, making the commute a non-issue, and it's roughly 25–30 minutes to 

downtown Portland. It is ranked as the #1 safest city in Washington state, and the Camas School District is one of 

the most decorated, with Camas High School landing in the top 25 statewide and strong STEM programs driving 

graduation rates north of 90%.  

Ridgefield 

Ridgefield is one of the fastest-growing cities in Washington state. Known for a genuine small-town feel, with a 

walkable historic Main Avenue downtown, local events, and neighbors who actually know each other. Its 

signature features are the 5,200-acre Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, wineries, and an 18-hole golf course. 

Washougal 

Known as the “Gateway to the Gorge,” Washougal sits just east of Camas, with front-row views of the Columbia 

River Gorge and Mount Hood. It has a developing waterfront district at the Port of Camas-Washougal which is 

expected to bring new restaurants, trails, and mixed-use development to the riverfront.  

Battle Ground 

Battle Ground sits near the geographic center of Clark County, about 25 minutes northeast of Portland, and has 

become one of the county's fastest-growing communities while holding onto its small-town identity. Residents 

still know each other by name. Today, residents enjoy Battle Ground Lake State Park, a growing wine scene, and 

walkable commercial districts like the Vintage District and Battle Ground Village.  

Community Note: Many choose Vancouver WA and Clark County Cities for investment growth opportunities by 

purchasing a home. Tax advantages through no income tax. Centralized location in the PNW. 

 

 



Ready to Find Your Place in SW Washington? 

Whether you are moving across town, across the country, or from overseas, the right home search starts 

with understanding how you want to live here. 

1. Explore 

Compare cities, neighborhoods, 

schools, commute routes, and 

daily lifestyle fit. 

2. Narrow 

Focus on the areas and homes that 

align with your goals, budget, and 

timing. 

3. Settle 

Move forward with confidence 

and local guidance beyond the 

transaction. 

 

Let’s make SW Washington home. 

Schedule a consultation, request a neighborhood comparison, or ask for a custom home-search plan. 

 

 

 

 

Jerrel Thomas 

Washington & Oregon Relocation Expert 

503.850.9404 | jthomas@acentnw.com 

northascentcollective.com 
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